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LETTER XXVI. 


EN CE FORT H, Arabella, 
you are to conſider me in a, 
new point of view, —Aſhamed of 
the manners of modern Chriſtiani- 
ty, (amongſt the profeſſors of which 
acts of devotion are ſubjects of ri- 
dicule, and charity, in all its ami- 
able branches, a polite jeſt) I am 
become a convert to the Gentoo 
faith, and have my Bramin to in- 
ſtruct me per diem. 
Vor. III. B What 


- ee eee —„ 
. 


(2 ) 
What a ſweet picture would the 
pen of Sterne have drawn of this 
young man's perſon! But {ugh is 


the European narrowneſs of ſenti- 


ment, that if I was to attempt to 
do it, you would inſtantly con- 
clude, | . 


1 oy the 8 for the e ſake. 


But love, I can allure you, is 


not ſo ſpontaneous an effect (in 


general) of a friendſhip between 


the ſexes, in India as in England; 


the object of admiration being 
mental charms, which bid defiance 
to decay. 


The Mahometans have their 


public proceſſions as well as the 


Gentoos; but the colour of their 
minds, ſo unlike that amiable peo- 


SPY : — ple, | 


C'Y I 
Ple, is diſplayed therein—for the 
Gentoos dance, fing, and pay their 


' -enraptured homage to their idols 


with benevolent aſpects whereas 
the cuſtom of the ſons of Omar 
is to exhibit ſham-fights; as they 
are called, though often produc- 
tive of very fatal and barbarous 
conſequences-inſomuch that, on 
my firſt knowledge of the light 
and darkneſs theſe religious ſhews 
are to each other, I felr myſelf in 
danger of becoming a Braminate, 
though all the wealth of Indoſtan 
could not bribe me to become a 
Mahometan. DR 


And ſtriking, indeed, are the 
oppoſite tenets of theſe oppoſite 
people for the Gentoos, with a 
— of temper for which I 
BB K̃᷑F 
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ſnall ever honour them, beſtow 
ſouls without number, and exiſt- 
ence without end, on both ſexes; 
the proud muſſulmen make a 
monopoly of immortality in their 
own perſons—for which piece of 
unauthorized daring, I am unable 
to reſtrain my indignation towards 
them, nor would I honour even 
the nabob himſelf with an excep- 
tion, but that I have hopes of his 
apoſtacy—for, Arabella, whenever 
the time ſhall ' arrive, when ei- 
ther your charms or mine are 
deſtined to convince him he has a 
heart to fall a victim thereto, he 
will not, he cannot perſiſt in re- 
fuſing us a ſoul alſo.— Then his 
wealth pleads ſo powerfully for 
him, and his high-ſounding title, 
and his magnificence altogether 
| —that 
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— that one has very little to y 
in his disfavour.— If you have 
made the obſervation, that the 
wicked tyrant Surajah Dowla, the 
deſtroyer of the Engliſh at Cal- 
eutta, is ſtyled a. Soubah, you 
may perhaps wiſh to underſtand 
the difference between a Soubah 
and a Nabob.— The Moors, or 
Mahometan princes, are- ſaid to 
have introduced the diviſion of 
India into provinces, or, as they 
are called in their language, ſou- 

bahs; which provinces, being of 
ſuch immenſe extent as to form 
whole empires, were ſubdivided 
into nabobſhips, every nabob of 
courſe being immediately account- 
able to his ſoubah for his conduct 
and government. But in proceſt 
* time, from internal commo- 

2 | B 3 tions 


ZW, 
tions and irrepreffible invaſions, 
both ſoubahs and nabobs became 
almoſt independent of the Mogul. 
himſelf, or at leaſt held their do- 
minions under him by the ſole 
tenure of an annual tribute. The. 
fajaks, or kings, as you will find 
in the hiſtory of Indoſtan, are 
the unconquered Black Monarchs, 
who poſſeſs the Northern provin- 
ces, and furniſh the Mogul empe- 
- ror, or any other prince, with 
troops of their own complexion, 
called Rajapoots, from their royal 
deſcent ; who fight like the Swiſs. 
for pay, without any curioſity or 
principle reſpecting the cauſe of 
conteſt. But a droll practice of 
theirs is, that on beholding their 
leader ſlain, they inſtantly deem 
themſelves abſolved from every 


engage- 


(7). 
engagement, and, openly laying 
down their arms, run out of the 


ſield and this without incurring 
the flighteſt ebm of the 
e . 


The great military officers of 
the Mogul. are called Omrahs, 
and if they have been generals, 
they are called Mirzas.. But 
though the Pagan rajahs and no» | 
bility inherit the honours and 
eſtates of their anceſtors, there are 
no ſuch rhings as hereditary ho- 
nours or eſtates amongſt the Moors 
or Mahametans ; but, on their de- 
ceaſe, all their poſſe ſſions, real and 
reign, as in Turkey. And, Ara- 
bella, you have heard much in 
* of jaghires, which I gan 
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| Inform you are neither more or 
leſs than theſe lands, which revert; 
on the death of a Mahometan chief, 
&. to the emperor; by whom 
they are ſometimes beſtowed on 
thoſe who occupy them, and ſome- 
times are their perſonal acquiſi- 
tions: ſome of which our country- 
men have obtained as douceurs on 
certain great occaſions; their merits 
on thoſe occaſions, however, are 
not always either obvious or ſatiſ- 
factory to the higher powers in 
England. 


Politics again but I am on the 
point of being furniſhed with a far 
more agreeable ſubject - for the 
theatre opens to-morrow, with 
Love in a Village —it opens, Ara- 
bella, when Doyly is abſent— 
SF] 1 ++ when 
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when your friend's heart is—and' 
why ſhould not your friend's heart 
be occupied by ſoft ſentiments ?— 
for, in a country where ſo large a 
number of its inhabitants dare to 
deny her a ſoul, ſure ſhe ma 

amuſe herſelf. with feeling. ſhe has 
a heart. O how Iat this moment 
wiſh myſelf in England 1-1 am 
faſcinated, to write fo much about 
ſuch wicked unbelievers. 


Adieu. 
8. G. 
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L Ar R XXVII. 


HE. e Arabella, is 
opened, and to-night will 
de honoured with my prefence. 
The door-keepers are, L am told, 
Europeans; for the black: people, 
in an office of that nature, would 
have no authority with the public. 


The doors will be opened at 
eight o' clock; but. the perform 
anceſeldom terminates, I am told, 
till twelve or one in the morning. 


i Mrs. "TVS Mrs. and Mr. 
Hartly, my father, the country-born 
| —_ lo-often mentioned, and 
07 l Miss 


(4-4 
Miſs Hartly, (mentioned by me 
only in a melancholy mood, pre- 
vious to my illneſs) accompany 
me; but alas! Arabella, I have 
not the requifites about me, 
had promiſed myſelf, for partiri- 
pating chis, my neverthelefs fa- 
vourite amuſement; . for what . 


the poet? 


Not of Ait the _ beauties- can - 
pleaſe, 
We only can taſte; when the heart is at A. 


We go in bahnen and wall | 
make a. fine illumination with our 
flambeaux; nor can you imagine 
a ſight more extraordinary, than 
the contraſt of the Gentoo com 
plexion with their white dreſſes, 
or the advantage I am well aware 
it is to us Europeans, in general, 

to 


SM. 
to have them about us; for who 
does not know the alternate and 


ſtriking effects of black and white? 
The artillery officers will alſo, I 
ſuppoſe, figure away in the boxes; 
and their uniform is elegant 
blue, trimmed with ſilver - ſmart 
fellows, I can aſſure you; beſides 
the recommendation of being men 
of taſte and ſenſibility, as I could, 
if this was one of my vain mo- 
ments, give you ſome undeniable 
proofs that they are. 
Few things: are more uncommon 
Gov let me tell pus more exem- 
plary) than Mrs. D and my fa- 
ther's behaviour to each other; 
ſhe having the good ſenſe not to 
be obiruſive he the good princi- 

—_ 154464 be a hypocrite: —they 
meet, 


. 

meet, without the folly of appoint- 
ment, wherever they go and are 
certain of ſpeaking each other's 
ſentiments in all converſations, | 
I have obſerved my father penſive, 
without knowing the cauſe, until 
he has looked around and per- 
ceived Mrs. D abſent; when 
he has mechanically (ſo natural has 
been the action to his feelings) 
enquired if ſne was not expected 
and twice, Arabella, on hearing 
the was confined at home witk a 
cold - giving me a look of gentle 
reproach, he ordered his palan- 
quin, to make her a viſit. Ifo] 
alk his opinion, he refers me to 
Mrs. D; and on his applying 
to me for my choice in any inſtance; 
1 always beg him to conſult that 
. dady.. « Her eye, I ſaid to him this 

morning, 


CT 26 :) 

morning; my dear Sir, is become 
my law my oracle, her tongue.” 
„ Grateful, winning girl,” he 
called me, * child of his tendereft 
affection;“ and, pauſing a mo- 
ment, in return for your open, 
your liberal-mindedneſs, you ſhall 
know all that has paſſed in 1 
Father's heart. 


de Mrs. Hartly has a thouſand 
perſections; of one fault, my So- 
phia, you muſt thereſore permit me 


co accuſe her: ſhe did not do juſtice 


to Mrs. D——, in her manner of 
communicating, either to me or 
you; the approbation with which 
- that lady honoured me; in conſe- 
- quence of which, the firſt impreſ- 
 fion you received. of Mrs. Jeg 
was not a favourable one. 


7 ec But 
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c But I:was well acquanted 
with Mrs. D-—'s noble diſpok- 
tion, and numberleſs accompliſh- 
ments; and was therefore happy, 
"ſince I could not offer her my hand, 

to ſoften my ſcemiag neglect of 
her, and ungentlemanly return for 
her ſingular kindneſs, by ſoliciting 
her friendſhip ſor my Sophia. 


« For, Sophia, at that period it 
was my fixed reſolution to end'my 
days in the Eaſt. I will not wound 
you by the mention of my mo- 
tives; but my whole ſoul was in 
the deſire of your eſtabliſnment in 
England. Mrs. D——'s fortune 
enabled her to live under whatever 
meridian ſhe liked beſt; and, from 
my knowledge of the female mind, 
] was perſuaded no event could be 
5 more 
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more likely to take place, on her 
meeting with a little diſappoint- 
ment in India, than that ſhe 
ſhould make England her place 
of reſidence; and to whoſe care 
could I have ſo ſatisfactorily in- 
truſted my Sophia as Mrs. D—-'s, 
-whoſe generous way of thinking 
has made her a parent to the ſon of 

her cruel huſband ? 


I told her my reſolution-re- 
ſpecting myſelf, with circumſtances 
that melted her into tears you 
would have honoured, for your 
deceaſed parent was the object of 
them; and ſhe aſſured me - ſhe 
mould be all that dear departed 
ne herſelf could wiſh to render 
ner, in your ſervice. Your attach- 
ment to her, your filial anxiety. far 
+ "EL 7 me, 


17 ) 
me, have produced a moſt unfore- 
ſeen alteration 1n the ſentiments of 
us all. I remain not at Bengal, 
when ſhe, and you determine to 
quit it; but, by Mrs. D=—s re- 
queſt, I mention no change of con- 
dition to her in India. We meet 
wich pleaſure, we part with friend- 
ſhip; and, in a ward, our man- 
ner of conſidering each other here, 
is an implied prelude to our liv- 
ing together in England; and this 
is à victory over my feeling, the 
view, as I believed, of your ap- 
proaching diſſolution, could alone 
have effected: but I am now con- 
vinced we both acted wrong. 
Your mother can never indeed be 
forgot by us, however wiſely or 
_.. piouſly we may bring ourſelves to 
. happineſs at the hands of 
Vor. III. C Provi- 


Ca 
Providence, let it aſſume what 
ſhape 1 it DT - 


IVA 
44 As i 


Mrs. Hartly 8 up our #/e- 
ar tete, by telling us we ſhould not 
be ready for dinner, if 1 dig not 
make diſpatch at my toilet. 


ppl aa therefore, in great haſte, | 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Nee qu Som vir 


F188 Hardy and Miks N 

the country: born lady I 
introduced to your knowledge, 
with her hooka before her, are 
only occaſionally our viſitants 7 
for, in order to finiſh their educa- 
tion in a few particulars, they are, 
it ſeems, placed at a boarding- 
ſchool, the only one in Calcutta, 
in much eſteem with the Euro- 
peans. 


The bine you may 3 af- 
ſured, i is conſiderable, but I have 
not yet qualified myſelf to an- 
nounce it, There maſters in every 
| [4,1 C2 polite 
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polite ſcience attend, and there are 
public days for the friends of the 
children to ſee them dance, in 
like manner as in England; and 
at this ſchool both the young la- 
dies are to remain, until propoſals 
may be received for their 'change 
of condition. Their fortunes are 
ſmall (for Calcutta fortunes) 
twenty thouſand rupees, only ; 
but 1 think there can be little 
doubt of Miſs Hartly 8 marrying 
well, from her own great merit, 
and her brother's good connec- 
tions. Had young D. been a bet- 
ter figure, and his mind ſuch as 1 
could wiſh it, I would have tried 
my hand, for the firſt time, at 
match-making. I might have 
thought, you will perhaps? ſay, of 


Doyly ; bur Doyly, 1 have already 
told 


RE. E 21 ) 

told you, is poor, and conſequent: 
1y ſuch; a union would ruin them 
both: beſides, Arabella, why 
ſhould you de ſo provoking, as 
to ſuggeſt him, when you know 
he-i is gone to England. 


1 1 


Morn. 4 o'clock. 


1 have been greatly entertained 
—the company, Arabella, was 
brilliant; and a birth- night could 


alone have eclipſed us. 


| The hank is about the ſize of 
the Bath Theatre, and conſiſts, as 

I was informed on my, firſt arri- 
val, of pit and boxes only: "the 
firſt, an area in, the center; the | 


ſecond, a range 'of commodious 
C 3 encloſed, 


encloſed, or rather ſeparated ſeats 
round it, from one corner of the 
ſtage to the other. No expence 
has, Arabella, been ſpared to gra- 
tify either the eye or the ear—a 
very plealing band of muſic ſa- 
luted the preſent Governor on his 
entrance and the pit was crowded 
with ſpectators. It is lighted up 
upon the Engliſh plan, with lamps 
at the bottom of the ſtage, and 
girandoles at proper diſtances, with 
wax candles, covered with glaſs 
ſhades, as in the verandas, to pre- 
vent their extinction; the win- 
dos being Venetian blinds, and 
the free circulation of air delight- 
| nay Fronioted by their 1 


The character of Young Mea- 
dos was very agrecably ſupported 
18 ; } by 
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by. one of the Company's writers, 
a young gentleman that viſits at 
Mr, Hartly's, and is in a riſing 
way. Moreover, if 1 have any 
Kill in phyſiognomy, he does not 
behold the ſiſter of that houſe 
with unfavourable. eyes, and I 
muſt mention as much to Mrs. 
Hartly. Hawthorn was performed | 
by an adjutant in the artillery ; 
Deborah Woodcock, by poor Doy- 
ly's patron, who has much plea- 
ſantry ; Roſetta, by a young gen- 
tleman in the law department; 
Lucinda, by the ſon of an Eaſt 
India captain; and in like manner 
were the other characters filled up: | 
and I. do declare upon my word 
and honour, that I was as well 


entertained as if the female parts 


ved been ſuſtained by 2 
C4 again 


n 

again wiſh, in the cauſe of mora- 
lity, the cuſtom could be re- 
eſtabliſhed in England. The ſce- 
nery was beautiful, and the dreſſes 
ſuperb. Here Golconda's wealth 
in all its genuine luſtre aſtoniſhed 
the beholder, and a profuſion of 
ornamental pearls were diſpoſed 
with good taſte; in a word, whe- 
ther it was the poet, or the per- 
formers, or the diamonds, or the 
air of enchantment they all together 
certainly wore, I know not; but 
ſo pleaſing an effect had the whole 
upon my mind, that I forgot 
Doyly, my native country, my 
Arabella, and my mother, and, 

for the only period of my reſi- 
_ dence at Bengal, was completely 
happy; 


#% | at 
1 1 


Several 
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Several -country-born ladies fi- 
gured away in the boxes, and by 
candle- light had abſolutely the ad- 
vantage of the Europeans; for 
their dark complexions and ſpark- 
ling eyes gave them an appear- 
ance of animation and health, the 
Europeans had no pretenſions to; 
and their perſons are genteel, and 
their dreſs magnificent. Where- 
as, on the other hand (ſpeaking 
for myſelf at leaſt) paleneſs and 
languor told the country of my 
birth, and were not to be con- 
cealed or compenſated by all that 
polite negligence, or accompliſhed 
manners, could do. | 


The pit was full of gentlemen 
of every. denomination, . which 
gentlemen paid their compliments, 

at 
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at convenient pauſes, to the ladies; 
who, by the aids of perfumes and 
verandas, of fruit and of flattery, 
went through the fatigue of the 
evening with a good grace, and 
were conveyed home, as they were 
conveyed there, eee 
in "oy" tolerable ſpirits. - | 


31 As for myſelf, my attention was 
ſo engaged by the piece, that my 
heart ſeveral times aſked, if it 
could be poſſible I was at the 
diſtance of 4,000 miles from the 
Britiſh metropolis ? 


Lionel and Clariſſa is to be the 
next performance. 
The gentlemen to whom we 


were! indebted fer our evening's 
D9wollsw enter- 


(9 ) 
entertainment, were ſoon at our 
ſupper- table; and the evening 
would have been concluded with 
a rational degree of chearfulneſs, 
beyond all one can hope for in 
large companies, but for a little in- 
cident I ſhall mention: Doyly's 
patron was ſo | generous! (having 
diſpatched him, poor fellow, acroſs 
the ocean on an embaſſy) to de- 
clare himſelf his rival. I was al- 
moſt ſorry the Gentoos had taken 
ſo much pains to fiſh him up on 
the Bugero diſaſter, and could 
alone conſider him as the enemy 
of a youth, whoſe life he had 
- moſt cruelly' a ſecond time en- 
dangered—for who knows not the 
precarious ſafety of him who rides 
upon the waves? This declara- 
wr was — off; but having 

J ſwallowed 
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fwallowed his complement of clas 
ret, he no leſs ſuddenly; than for- 
cibly ſeated himſelf, between Mrs. 
D-— and me; and, calling every 
power to witneſs that he would 
have one of us, boiſterouſly kiſſed 
Mrs. D-—'s cheek, - I trembled 
for my father's feelings; nor was 
ſhe, I believe, without her tender 
alarms. _ However, with a com- 
mand. of temper that aſtoniſhed 
me, ſo preſent was ſhe to the oc- 
caſion, that ſhe told him, on con- 
dition he gave up his chair to Mr. 
Hartly, ſhe would be glad to hear 
how | handſomely he could make 
love to her the next morning ; 
and handſomely ſhe was convin- 
ced, (by the abilities he had diſ- 
played in the character he bad per: 
farmed) he could acquit himſelf in 
every 


( 29 ) 
every. inſtance, T his had the de- 
fired effect; and Mr. Hartly ex- 
changing ſeats with him, univer- 
fal harmony was reſtored/ Mr. 
Hartly, however, whiſpered us, 
that he muſt give him a civil hint, 
ſuch freedoms were not to be re- 
peated i in his houſe. iN 


How I rejoiced in the circum- 
ſtance, which, but a moment be- 
fore, was no ſoothing recollection! 
for the winds and the waves, in 
their utmoſt wrath and violence, 
could alone rob Doyly of his 
exiſtence whereas, had he died 
in a quarrel, of which I was the 
cauſe, could I have a attempted. to 
ſurvive him I would not be this 


bold man's wife, was s he the Great 
Mogel himſelf. | e 
3 13.71 My 


( >?) 
My opinion was then aſked by 

the gentlemen, my genuine opi- 
nion (as being a competent judge, 
from my acquaintance with the 
London theatres) of the Calcutta 
candidates for fame on theatrical 
ground; and it was with pleaſure 
I could, and did ſincerely aſſure 
them, that I found good ſenſe 
was ſufficient to make a gentle- 
man a player, though all the pro- 
feſſional excellence on earth, with- 
out good-breeding and liberal 
connections, could not make a 


player a gentleman. 


My father and Mrs. Hartly ex- 
changed a look (for I did not 
perceive their lips move) that 
was perfectly intelligent to each 
other, and Mrs, D-—— left us 
AA. not 
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not, nor is ſhe to leave us until 
to- morrow evening; ſoit is plain 
my father was not an unmoved 
ſpectator of the rough ſcene.—I 
ſhall dream, Arabella, of thoſe 
horrible trees of deſtruction and 
moſt nm do I wiſh: _ in 
_—_ 
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LETTER 
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IETT ER \XXIX. 


TTALF a word oof Doyly, and 
I have dotie.—Should he 
arrive ſafe, Arabella, and deliver 
into your hands the chit with 
which I have intruſted him, treat 
him Kindly, for he has a truly va- 
luable heart. 


My father was in the breakfaſt- 
room before me — not ſo Mrs. 
D—— ; for ſhe had ſlept little, 
ſhe ſaid, and complained of the 
head-ach. 


My father's eyes met mine ; he 
was greatly alarmed—< If we ſhould 
. | loſe 


t 33 ) 
loſe you, Madam,” ſaid he, in a 
low voice, walking up to her, 
« how ardently ſhall I wiſh my 
Sophia had never known you!” 


e ſhall do very well,” replied 
ſhe, ſmiling, “ I hope, notwith« 
ſtanding the endeavours of all your 
friendly countenances to terrify 
me. Bear witneſs, Mr. Hartly, 
if I die, I pronounce myſelf the 
victim of the diſmal faces around 
me.“ We all made an awkward 
attempt to ſmile, in return to 
this lively fally ; but Mrs. D— 
proteſted it was a vile imitation, 
and begged us to deſiſt. Hows 
ever,” ſaid ſhe, though I am un- 
willing to prolong ſo melancholy 
a ſcene, (having beheld diſeaſe in 
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that the moſt ſevere attack muſt 
have its commencement) I think 
I ſhould be unpardonable, not to 
ſet my houſe in ſome little order. 
Is there any one 1n this company ſo 
weak,” cried ſhe, “looking around 
her, as to ſuppoſe the 1dea of 
making a will a bad omen? if fo, 
tet them be turned out, for they 
are a diſgrace to good ſenſe, and 
an inſult to piety.” - We were all 
filent. „ Have you, Mr. Goldſ- 
borne, never made your will?“ — 
« Yes, Madam,” replied my father, 
« within theſe laſt three weeks of 
my life—and have preſumed to 
appoint you, without either your 
knowledge or conſent, my exe- 
cutrix, in one inſtance,” 


« I will be more polite than you 
J 5 | ; then,” 


of WP. 

then,” ſaid ſhe, * and ſolicit per- 
miſſion to encumber you with the 
care of a young man, who, if he 
| ſurvives me, will not have a 
friend on earth to guide him 
aright. His temper is not without 
faults,” continued ſhe, * but I do 
hope his heart is in the right 
place; and your friendſhip will: 
awe him into the adoption of 
your example.—Sophia, my gentle 
Sophia, take your pencil, and, be- 
fore the lawyer arrives, commit 
what I ſhall tell you to paper.” 
I obeyed; but my hand ſhook, 
in ſuch a manner, I was fearful 
I could not form a letter. To 
Sophia Goldſborne,” ſaid ſhe, 1 
bequeath my firmneſs of mind, 
that ſhe may never more be found 
incapable of aſſiſting a friend an 


D 2 need, 


( 36 ) 


need. —But I think J am better; 
and ſo, Miſs Sophia, put up your 
pencil with your trembling hand, 
and let me be left alone with Mr. 
Hartly, who 1s the only perſon 
prefenr that does not wear the 
features of my executioner ; and 
yet J am confident he takes as 
kind an intereſt in my health 
and ſafety, as the beſt of you 
all.“ | 


- «« Mrs. D- can be inſincere,” 

faid I, c which is a fin of the heart; 
whereas the offence I committed 
againſt her, was the ſin of my 
conſtitution.” 


I deny it,” ſaid ſhe—<* your 


hg” was equally guilty with mine; 
1 . 


=y 
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for virtues are vices, when produc- 
tive of baneful conſequences.“ 


My father aroſe, bowed, and 
was withdrawing, © Why, Mr. 
Goldſborne,” ſaid Mrs. D „if 
I was not afraid of your oppoſing 
my laſt will and teſtament, I 
ſhould not have the leaſt objec- 
tion to your being preſent, when 
the gentleman I have ſent for 
arrives. Do you allow it is lawful 
for a woman to diſpoſe of her 
property to her wiſhes ? or would 
you recommend the delicacies and 
romantic fancies. of her friends 


for her rule of conduct I have 


(but do let us all ſit quietly down) 
a good deal of wealth. Young 
D=—— ſhall receive from mes 
much as he.can ſpend with a 2 | 


D 3 grace; "Mr 
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grace. — And now, Mr. Goldf- 
borne, I aſk your advice, who 
mall I leave the remainder to? 
relations I never heard of (if 
ſuch relations are upon the earth). 
To the patron of poor Doyly, in 
return for kindneſſes received? 
Or do you allow it to be reaſon- 
able I ſhould beſtow it upon one 
J love, though that one ſhould 
happen to be your own daughter? 
I will lay a thouſand pounds you 
give e againſt my incli- 
nation.“ 


« Tou do me injuſtice, Madam,” 
replied my father; may you long 
live to enjoy your fortune! but, 
ſhould my daughter be fated to 7 


ſurvive you, I hope I can anſwer 


memory, 


for her being grateful to your 


1 
memory, for every mark of your 
affection you may be pleaſed to 
confer upon her.“ | 


« You ſurpriſe me,” ſaid Mrs. 
2, « you moſt agreeably ſur- 
priſe me.” 

«© Then have I done more by 
you, Madam, than your utmoſt 
generoſity to my daughter will do 
'by me. However, 1 5 we have 
been led ſo far upon the ſubject 
of wills, I muſt beg you will do 
me the favour to read mine;” and, 
taking out his pocket-book, he 
broke the ſeals of a ſmall packet, | 
and put it into her hands. 

. a 
It is very conciſe,” ſaid ſne; 
t but | hope there is ſome mention 
Þ D 4 of 
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olf Mrs. D, that will prove to 

her, that her friendſhip for this 
company does not ſo far outſtrip 
the friendſhip entertained for her 
as ſhe may imagine. — Many were 
the changes of countenance ſhe 
exhibited, whilſt ſhe peruſed it. 
© You have made me quite vain,” 
faid ſhe, “ Sir, by intruſting me 
with the contents of this paper; 
am 1 not, then, in danger of be- 
coming lefs worthy of your good 
opinion ?“ 1 felt my curioſity in- 
tereſted, hut would not ſhew it; 
and my father returned it into the 
pocket · book from whence he had 
tuken it. 


The lawyer now arrived, and | 
young D—— came ſoon after. 


The buſineſs was, however, ſoon 
| over; 


* 
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over; and Mrs. D——, with great 
kindneſs, called to tell me ſhe was 
not worſe, and waited to intro- 
duce her ſon. I made all poſſible 
haſte to dreſs, and hurried into 
her apartment; but fancying ſhe 
looked very ill, all the vivacity, 
the lively aſſurance of her not be- 
ing ill, had given birth to in my 
breaſt, forſook me, and I could 
only ſay, „Is this, Madam, the 
young gentleman ?” 


Mr. D—— (for, early days as it 
is with him, he aſſumes that title) 
made me a very decent bow; and, 
upon the whole, appeared much 
leſs diſagreeable in his perſon, 
than on my firſt, view of him; 
and I could perceive ſhe was 
pleaſed that I paid him ſome at- 

tention. 


ä 
tention. He did not, however, 
ſtay long with us; and ſhe told 
me, as ſoon as we were alone, I 
ſhould greatly oblige her, by ſay- 
ing what I really thouglit of a 
plan ſhe had formed, in her own 
mind, for his eſtabliſhment. In 
the firſt place, obſerve, my Sophia, 
I mean to give him a good for- 
tune, and, of courſe, enable him 
to chuſe a woman leſs amply pro- 
vided for, if her connections and 
her character are recommenda- 
tory. Miſs Hartly is an agreeable 
girl; and, I think, comes in every 
reſpect under my deſcription. She 
is too happy, nevertheleſs, with all 
her merit, to be troubled with 
your nicety of temper ; and will 


not diſdain to hear a generous 


matrimonial propoſa!, from a 
| young 
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young man, though his , perſon 
may not be the moſt unexception- 
able in the world. He is not ill- 
tempered, though a coxcomb; 
and ſhe will only have to humour 
his foibles, to do what ſhe pleaſes 
with him.—Is my ſcheme n or 
bad by 


c We do not,” ſaid I, «© Ma- 
dam, behold Miſs Hartly with the 
ſame eyes. To me, ſhe is elegant 
in her perſon, and lovely in her 
manners.” And, Arabella, as from 
the abundance of the heart (you 
know the proverb) we are apt to 
ſpeak, I was within a hair's 
breadth of telling her my ſcheme 
for Doyly ; but, checking myſelf, 
« Madam,” ſaid I, „ is not the 
gentleman very young? 6 He is 

turned 


TT) 
turned of twenty,” ſaid ſhe. (I 
was amazed; for on the courſe I 
did not ſuppoſe it poſſible he could 


be more than ſixteen, at the ut- 
moſt.) « Eighteen years of which,” 
continued Mrs. D——, < I have 
had him under my care, if I may 
ſo expreſs myſelf, when the fact 
is, that half the time, I ſcarcely 
ever beheld him, and he was not 
encouraged to bear me much re- 
ſpect. He is one of thoſe that 
improve upon acquaintance; and, 
though no genius, does not want 
for ſenſe. His coxcombry is his 
only great fault ; and time, and a 
diſcreet wife, I think, will do 
much towards extinguiſhing that 
folly.” 


Every "Is went to Lionel and 
Clariſſa, 


„ | 
Clariſſa, except Mrs. D, my 
father, and myſelf, who played 2 
ſhort pool at tradrille. It was 
not, however, to be concealed, 
that though Mrs. D—— did her 
beſt to make us happy, ſhe was in- 
diſpoſed, and I prevailed with her 


to retire early. 


I will only take upon me to an- 
ſwer for myfelf ; but certain it is, 
J paſſed the night in great anxiety, 
and ſelf-condemnation. Had I 
not been the illiberal girl 1 have 
been, it is moſt probable we 
mould have avoided the preſent 
threatening evil. Let no one 
hereafter, who would eſcape ſelf- 
reproach —eſcape ſelf-condemna-' 
tion—fail to improve every poſſi- 


ble e of promoting the 
* 
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happineſs of their friends; for, 
ultimately, that conduct will be 
to promote their own. What was 
it I feared ? that my dear father, to 
love his wife, muſt ceaſe to love 
his child? and thence, in the mo- 
ment I was profeſſing the warmeſt 
filial affection for him, prefer a 
ſituation for him that muſt, on 
any change of condition I might 
turn my thoughts to, leave him 
comfortleſs and companionleſs |! 
Nay, how could I find the plea- 
ſure I did in Mr. Doyly's conver- 
ſation, without remembering, how 

many melancholy hours the con- 
verſation of ſuch a woman as Mrs, 
D——, could preſerve my father 
from experiencing ? 


„ to the diſobedience of every 
injunction 


( 4.) 

injunction I had received, and the 
breach of every promiſe. I had 
made, was in Mrs. D——s 
chamber at ſeven o'clock, and 
had the grief to find her unable 
to ſit up. She confeſſed to me, 
that Mr. Emſon (Doyly's patron) | 
had frightened her; and imputed 
her indiſpoſition ſolely to that 
cauſe. © But this is a piece of 
information,” ſaid ſhe, “ we muſt 
not give your father. The quar- 
rels of men are ſo alarming, that 
whoever wiſhes to prevent miſ- 
chief, muſt be cautious how they 
breathe inflammatory complaints 
before the ſex, leſt ſome idle or 
fatal point of honour ſhould make 
them conceive themſelves. bound 
to reſent, or even remonſtrate 
with the offending party.“ 

| | I went 


Kay 
1 went down to breakfaſt with 
the 'moſt. chearful lock I could 


aſſume; and, as we were only a 
family ſer, this morning, by way 
of amuſing my friends, I mention- 
ed Mrs. D——'s wiſhes reſpect- 
| ing Miſs Hartly; and, contrary to 
my expectations, found her per- 
ſectly right. Mr. Hartly ſaid, 
The offer was equal to whatever 
his ſiſter had a right to expect; 
and that the kind intentions of 
ſuch a mother as Mrs. D- 
were full ſecurity for the feli- 
city and proviſion of the woman 
ſhe was ſo generous as to make 
the object of her | choice, and 
honour with her friendſhip and 
protection.“ This had the de- 
ſired effect, and filled up the 
breakfaſt hour; but, on my ac- 
4 knowledging 


IS; 
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knowledging that Mrs. D—— 
did not think of dining with them, 
a cloud of difcontent hung on 
every brow. Mr. Hartly was fo 
good as not to leave my father ; 
and I, with a heavy heart, re-vi- 
ſited Mrs. D——, In the eve- 
ning, however, her phyfician af- ' 
ſured us, ſhe was not in the ſmall- 
eſt danger; and ſo we were all 
convinced, and, therefore, very 
freely forgave him the prudent at- 
tention, it was evident, he meant 
to pay to his own intereſt ; nor did 
he pronounce his viſits unneceſ- 
ſary, until he had pocketed two 
hundred gold mohrs. Who then 
ſhall complain, that the ſons of 
Eſculapius, in England, under - 
ſtand a little manceuvring; or, 
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when occaſion fairly preſents it- 
ſelf, contrive to reimburſe ſome 
of the great expence of time and 
fortune, which 1 is inevitable, before 
they can obtain their diploma? 
I proteſt it would be for the good 


of ſociety at large, in Britain, it 
ſome characters, I could mention, 
were to ſmart for one twelve 
months under the exactions, from 
which there is no defence i in In- 
dia, for the man or woman of 
wealth, except flying the country; 
nor do I conceive, if Mrs. 5 l 
would tell the truth, that the law f 
and medicine, ſhe has ſo recently 
ſtood in need of, has coſt her leſs 
than five hundred pounds ſter-⸗ 
ling, in ſo ſhort a period as four 
n nn: bas LT lep 
os SA EEO Sonobnogt3t1 
Efabai 20 „m., 
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„ 
Mrs, | is gone 7 
it 18 reported, that Mr. Emſon 
: ſails next month for Europe 
two circumſtances that have had 
ſo agreeable an operation on our 
feelings, that we go to the play 
to-morrow evening (the Con- 
ſcious Lovers); and T ſhall, the 
next morning, reſume my cuſtom 
of telling you all I learn of this 
country and its inhabitants. For, 
ſo numerous are the people of 
| England connected with the Eaſt, 
that I am well ſatisfied I ſhall. 
enable you to figure away, to the 
delight of three fifths of the com- 
pany into which you will :cir> 4: 
culate, in conſequence of my 
equally entertaining and intelli gent 
correſpondence. Nor is there any 
impropriety or indelicacy, Ara- 
E 2 bella, 


Tt 32 ) | 
bella, in ſaying a handſome thing 
of ourſelves, when we are ſo ſitu- 
ated; (which, at the preſent wri- 
ting, is the caſe with me) that it 
muſt otherwiſe be «unknown. 
gn 

Ales; us, I charge * 
on out; cauſe. for rejoicing re- 
ſpecting Mrs. D——; and, if 
Doyly is with you, when this let- 
ter arrives, communicate the con- 
tents, and he will truly rejoice 
alſo; for he has the moſt ſincere 

and abundant good-will for her 
of any one I am acquainted with, 
ERR. 
1 1 am yours, &c. &c. 
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HE natives of Bengal have 
no dirty cuſtoms, like the 
Europeans. For example, if a 
fnuff-raker is mentioned, you 
know he, or ſhe, is an European; 
inſomuch that, partial as I am to 
my native country, I muſt with 
that it would take a leſſon from 
hence, and reprobate ſeveral pro- 
penſities 1 could name, that are 
altogether incompatible with the 
virtue af cleanlineſs. Your own 
obſervation will ſuggeſt the points 
of indecorum, nat to ſay inde- 
cency, which I allude to. 
E 3 I was 


_ 
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I was ſtartled, within this half 
hour, by the diſcharge of guns; 
for, though the affair of the Black 
Hole WE little remembered, 
at this diſtant period, at Calcutta, 
1 myſelf a am unable to forget it. 
Accordingly, with emotions I will 
not ſtop to deſcribe, I ſent to en- 
quire the cauſe of the firing at the 


Fort, c. &c. 


The foreral of one of the Com- 
ga s officers, was the anſwer 
"I "received; and the minute 
guns were continued for ſome 
"time, with a ſolemn effect on my 
feelings; nor could 1 ſuppreſs a 
"wiſh to ſee the proceſſion—but that 

Was negatived by all my friends; 
Afick yet, Arabella, to me, this kind 


niebo heightened the con- 
Do 20190 bn: „e 5) cern , 
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Cern 1 tobk f in the affair. — Death 
again !—Jt'is a ſobject chat inſen- 
bly forces itſelf upon my notice, 
and tinges my molt brilliant ef 
forts at agreeable deſeription, 
with a gloom, 1 fear, Fou muſt 
find contagious, K * 


ww | 4 
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The tide of the Ganges tfor I 
will change my ſubject) for three 
ſucceſſive months flows one way; 
ſo that though ſhips can at all 
ſeaſons (as far as that article is 
accommodating) leave Calcutta, 
no ſhip, on any extremity what- 
ever, for three months, can effect 
its navigation thereto; a cir- 
cumſtance that accounts for what 
vou may often , hear mention- 
ed, of Indiamen loſing their paſ- 
Fad to this coaſt, and being ob- 


E 4 liged 
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. 
liged to defer it, until The facree 
; W + Pi as 
DIES. ou 
9 2 own 11 W nh Ulappdined 
a my view of the banks of the 
Ganges, for I expected to have 
ſeen them ornamented with every 
beauty of the vegetable world, the 
ſpontaneous product of the ſoil; 
inſtead of which, its borders are 
unfavoured by nature, and uncul- 
tivated by art; and alone exhibir 
a ſameneſs of proſpect, wholly 
eee to the beholder, b 


k Abe a e of Cul: 
per and Cudjeree, where, as 1 
men are ſtationed: (though not fo 
Keicbly: as heretoſore, for ſome of 
them come up as high as Diamond 
AIST 5 1 Point) 
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Point) are viſited by -both-officers 
and ſailors - HNho, having: made a 
fire, fit fearleſs around it, in the 
very face of enemies that would 
chill my blood with horror for 
tigers, I am aſſured, approach fo 
near, as to be within a bound or 
two of the ſpot they occupy; 
though no inſtance has ever yet 
occurred, in which the fire has 
not proved their infallible ſeeu- 
rity. Would one conceive it poſ- 
ſible, Arabella, that any of the 
human ſpecies could fit with tran- 
quillity amidſt the howlings of 
formidable brutes, prompt to de- 
vour ? — All the fea forms are ob- 
ſerved, on entering the mouth of 
the Ganges, of hoiſting'a pendant 
for pilots, and reteiving the ſu- 
hw _ the ſhips previouſſy ar 


* rived, 
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_ *#ived, in their paſſage to the 


Hughley, the name under which 
a branch of this celebrated river 
runs for above fifty miles, and on 
the moſt weſtern part of which the 


ee is efected. + 


111 
And now: I mention his Fort, I 
xecolle& 1 have not yet told you 
that the public priſon is within 
its walls; and few things, Ara- 


| bella, are more curious or ſtrik- 


ing, than the machines which con- 


vey the priſoners from thence to 


the Court-Houſe to take their 


trials. The wheels of this ma- 


chine are fourteen feet at leaſt 


high, and under the axle-tree is 


ſuſpended a wooden: cage, ſuffi- 
ciently large to contain à couple 


of culprits,” perforated with air- 


'T 
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holes to „rfſerve. thera, from, ſuf- 
focazions, and, in this miſerable 
plight, guarded both before and 
ehind by ſeapoys, they are exhi- 
bited to the eyes of the popu- 
lace—the whole of which has to 
me a very diſtreſſing appearance. 
There is but one Court for civil 
and criminal cauſes, though the 
judges are three in number; and 
an Armenian always attends, as 
interpreter between the Court and 
the plaintiff, or defendant, on all 
occaſions. Moreover, the Com- 
pany have a linguiſt entertained 
in their ſervice, who is a Baronet; 
and receives a liberal gratuity for 
the exerciſe of his knowledge of 
thoſe languages, ſo eſſential to 
their commercial intereſts. The 
—_— like choſe ſeveral royal 
0 Parks, 


parks,” St. James's, the Green, and 
Hyde Park, anſwers manifold pur- 
Poſes of convenience and n 
on ee > [JO 3 
O 31811 * | 7 | 
For the Eipdinalte-cottatns; * 
Aerche race ground, many ſhady 
and delightful ſpots ; the roads alſo 
to the Fort, to Watſon's Works, 
Sec. 8&ec,” he through it; and it is 
often frequented by moon-light, 
by elegant walking parties, not- 
withſtanding both 'the Company's 
and the Governor's gardens are al- 
ways open for polite reſort, and 
contain articles of vegetation of 
the firſt beauty and value, and 
every other mark of Taſte and 
r tian. n 
119 ld 92 
9b Youil . that 
bor ſtatuary 


ſtatuary is a ſpecies of garden or- 
nament the Governor and Com- 
Pany are not unmindful of; but 
to give you a liſt of the characters 
introduced, is a taſk 1 ſhall not 
undertake, — I had, indeed, a 
ſcheme for immortalizing you and 
Doyly, could I have only brought 
you together on this ſpat; for, ſu- 
3 to a Milton, Wo 


2 


Into the heaven of heavens, &e, ce. 


your figure ſhould haves! repre- 
ſented the Allegro, his the Pen- 
ſeroſo, of that ſublime poet. But 
I thank Mr. Emſon's tyranny, 
and your want of affection for 
Sophia Gold ſborne, that ſo happy 
a thought muſt remain unene- 
cuted. — I trifle, Arabella, with 
wy pen, when my heart is de- 
2 
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jected; but 1 beg you 1 will conſt- 1 
der that dejection as one of thoſe. 
many follies human nature is ſur- 6 
priſed it into, when pleaſure, by too 
long enjoyment, has loſt the power 
to pleaſe; n and that, like another 
Alexander, weeping for the diſ- 
covery of unconquered worlds, 
we weep for want of ſome new 
amuſement. 5 
Landſcapes, ruins, and every 
rural, every intereſting er cetera, . 
are much admired at Calcutta, as # 
garden decorations; and I viſit a 
lady who is miftreſs of a ſpot, 
that is a clofe copy of Mrs. South. 
gare's beautiful lawns, parterres, 
and difplays of "agriculture, which 
meet the eye at her villa in the 
neiftibourhood of Chertley. 
1 Did 
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Did I ever yet tell you, thay 
dreams and omens are much at- 
tended to by the natives of. Cal- 
cutta—and that they have their 
lucky and unlucky days, which 
they obſerve with the fame rdi- 
gious deference, as the moſt ſu- 
perſtitious European of us all? _ 


The well-bred and qr 
formed, affect to ridicule theſe 
attentions; but I can clearly. per- 
ceive, that there are few minds. 
uninfluenced by them— and, if 
you would do me ſtrict juſtice, 
feparate me not from the number 
—for when I dream of my father, 4 
or you in particular, I am either. 
animated or depreſſed, according 
to the agreeable or terrific ſenſa-. 
tions with which I awake, Is this... 

Ss 


” \ ] 


7. 
a proof of affection or weaknefs ? 
—] own' to you, I wiſh to be flat- 
tered by you on the ſubject; and 
let me not be diſappointed. 


I have told you, the outſide of 
the houſes are white—but 1 find, 
bricks are made at Calcutta; 
and therefore, unleſs waſhed by 
the compoſition called Chinam, I 
have been too haſty in my con- 
chafions ; for it was my idea, 
that the walls conſiſted merely of 
a clayey kind of ſubſtance, or of 
lath and plaſter; ſo little defence 
is neceſſary againſt the climate. 


When the hot winds are abroad, 
the angel of death, Arabella, is 
buſy in all quarters; and, though 
numbers ſurvive, the devaſtations 

| Are 
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are awful. Then is exiſtence only 
ſupportable in the morning and 
evening; and the whole Euro- 
pean people droop the head, and 
diſſolution ſolely occupies their 
thoughts.—l ſhall infect you—un- 
leſs I haſten to tell you, I am, 
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LETTER XXX. 


 FOORSHEBAD is the place 
at which the nabob of Ben- 
gal formerly kept his court, and 
which I, on that account, have a 
ſtrange curioſity to viſit. Our late 
Governor reſided there, in the bo- 
ſom of eſteem and reſpect, even 


at the time when conteſts were 
deciding between the Company's 
ſervants and his Mightineſs on the 
ſword's point; and near this city 
is the Gentoo univerſity I have 
already mentioned.— I find myſelf 
very dull but opiates are ſome- 
times as ſalutary as cordials, and 
common life does not unremit- 
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tingly ſupply us with great or 
«Roniſhing incidents. 


It is rather mal-a-propes but 
no matter! will, while it is freſh 
in my memory, tell you, that/the 
natives wear arm-bracelets ; and, 
as a proof of my remembrance of 
you, -I have enabled myſelf,” on 
my return, to preſent you with a 
pair of no contemptible value. 


It is my intention (though per- 
haps it may ſurpriſe you) on my 
return to England, to viſit all 
places of polite reſort in ſuch 
magnificent apparel, as may be- 
ſpeak the ſplendor and the dig- 
nity of my Eaſtern connections, 
and obtain me firſt-rate, conſe- 
quence in my native country. 

F 2 For, 
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For, unlefs I bear the marks of 
travelled knowledge about me, 
who will be inclined to give me 
the ſuperiority I am fo juſtly en- 
titled to, over thoſe who have 
never travelled at all? | 


- 


The Conſcious Lovers is a piece 
I read with diſpleaſure (at leaſt 
ſome ſcenes of it) and behold 
repreſented with diſguſt : — Sir 
Richard Steele is in general both 
a Chaſte and a moral writer ;—and 
how ſuch a character could be 
capable of drawing a Cimberton, 
with all his outre licentiouſneſs 
about him, is to me a problem 
beyond the power of che _— 
age to reſolve. ns. 


6 FA However, 
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However, to ſpare the author, 
Iwill advert to the performers of 
this comedy. The Roſetta of Love 
in a Village, with elegance and 
propriety ſuſtained the part of 
Indiana; and in Beville, a young 
gentleman recently arrived from 
China, did himſelf great credit. 
Mrs. D — was ſo pleaſed with 
him, that ſhe invited him to her 
houſe, as did alſo the Hartlys; 
and my father honoured him with 
ſo. much notice, that I began to 
fear he would ouſtrip poor Doyly 
in his approbation; but let him 
do his beſt, L will not be found 
an unfaithful friend to the abſent. 
Should he chuſe to admire 15 
he has my conſent; but for a ſe- 
rious attachment he muſt excuſe 
=] T1 U] 596 
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Tou complain, Arabella, that 
inſtead of enabling you, in fancy, 
to trace out my voyage to India, 
ſtep by ſtep, and enter into my 
amuſements and ſurpriſes—that 
the firſt of my letters is dated 
Bengal Bay, and all my ſucceed- 
ing ones are filled with anecdotes, 
and deſcriptions of Calcutta. I 
aſſure you, it is not my fault that 
you are not better informed; for 
1 wrote you every particular, I 
could ſuppoſe would amuſe you, 
from Madras, and did believe it 
would be ſafely tranſmitted to 
you. However, ſince you ſo much 
deſire it, I will endeavour to re- 
collect the few obſervations I had 
an opportunity of making, and 


adventures 1 met with, before 1 
| reached 


C 7 
reached this land of enter and 
politeneſs. n TRE 


The fert port we touched at on 
our paſſage, was the Madeiras, 
which I need not tell you, is an 
African iſtand, in the hands of 
the Portugeſe. It conſiſts, chiefly, 
of a wonderful rock, the ſurface of 
which is a continuation of vine- 
yards, fruitful beyond credibility; 
and though our ſtay was ſhort, we 
made a viſit to the Governor, 
whoſe houſe is ſituated on ſuch 
an eminence, that we laboured 
hard to attain it: but, the emi- 
nence attained, our reception and 
entertainment well rewarded our 
trouble. 


The principal town is Fun- 
14 chall: 
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chall but ſo much has already 
been ſaid of this place by other 
voyagers, that I will only mention 
a dexterous and critical manœu- 
vre, performed by the Portu- 
gueſe; ; for, by means of the ſurf, 
on your quitting the iſland, boats 
are ſhot to a diſtance from the 
ſhore, that is like enchantment; 
and though dangerous, is ſeldom 


known to be fatal, theſe people 


being ſo perfectly acquainted with 
the buſineſs. Here we took in 
ſome pipes of that wine, which 
receives its name from the Iſland; 

and it is not improbable, on their 
return to England, (having twice 
doubled the Cape, and acquired 
the perfection believed derivable 
from that circumſtance) but you 


nay drink my health in ſome part 
: of 


water caſks were filled and rolled, 


18 
of it, when circulated thro' your 
metropolis, by the wine- merchant 
to whom it is conſigned. 


| From the ſtarting of mY of 
our water caſks, we brought to 
in the harbour of St. Johanne, a 
ſmall iſland, inhabited by black 
people only; who, from a ſpecies 
of whimſical pride, are ambitious 


of being employed, though in the 


meaneſt offices, by the Engliſh. 
Amuſed with the ſingularity of 
their humour, I ſuppoſe, ſome of 
the ſhip's crews, that have viſited 


them, have made them underſtand 


the. dignity, and conſequence of 


Dukes and Marquiſles, &c. &c. 


in the Britiſh empire; for, ludi- 
crous as you may Conceive 11 it, our 


to 
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to and from the ſhore, by a Lord 
Duke, and-three Earls, of the firſt 
titles you are acquainted with; 
together with a whole illuſtrious 
progeny of ſons and daughters 
around, ſoliciting equal honours 
in our ſervice. 


At St. Helena, I was much 
ſtruck by the tranſparency of the 
water at the mouth of the har- 


bour, to the depth of upwards of 


thirty fathoms, which flows over 
black rocks, that are as viſible to 
the eye, as if barely beneath the 
furface. 


At Bombay, the Company have 
a dock, and a moſt capacious har- 
bour ; to which place of ſafety the 


India ſhips make their periodital 


return; 


C 6s 


return; for, though the moun= 
tains Balagant (which run the 
length of the peninſula, within the 
Ganges): are ſo high as to check 
the weſtern monſoons, yet 1s the 
Coromandel coaft in no degree 
fitted to be the ſtation of ſhips, 
beyond a certain time. 


I was aſhore at Madras—the 
Governor's boat being ſent off for 
our conveyance, which is well 
built and manned. But the boats 
are, all of them, merely boards 
laſhed together by a kind of 
thongs, made of ſome vegetable 
ſubſtances; the thongs paſſing thro? 
holes bored for that e be er 
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nor are they ſo well calculated to 
bear the ſea, having flat bottoms, 
as thoſe of a different conſtruc- 
tion; on which account, it is no 
unfrequent thing for them to be 
ſwampled, that is, filled by water, 
and ſunk, with all on board, to the 
utmoſt depth of the harbour.— 
They are manned by ſix Blacks, 
one of whom ſteers, and one 
watches the waves; for, to ſpeak 
in the nautical language, what they 
have ſucceſſively to encounter, are, 
the ſurfs, and a lull; and, during 
the laſt calm moment, they pull 
with all their might, and then 
prepare themſelves to combat the 
violence of the former. The paſ- 
ſengers, however, when acquaint- 
ed with the laws of the place, 
_n a ſouſing with great compo- 

ſure; 
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ſure 3 for, ſhould one ſingle Eu- 
ropean be loſt by a ſwamp, all the 
poor Blacks. belonging to the 
boat are put to death; they are, 
therefore, certain of being fiſhed 
up with ſafety and dexterity, with 
no worſe conſequence than ſpoil- 
ing their cloaths, and, of courſe, 
preventing their figuring N on 
the iſland. bo 965 


The Governor's houſe: is a 
handſome building, and his en- 
tertainment. of ſtrangers liberal. 
The iſland conſiſts of two towns, 
called, from the complexion of 
their inhabitants, the White and 
Black Towns. The name of Fort 
St. George is ſo ſeldom uſed, that 
it is almoſt forgot—it is under the 
civil, and every other regulation 

of 
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of Calcutta. Of the Cape I ſhall 
not ſpeak—though I was regaled 
with ſome of the wine ſo called, 


whilſt we lay off Table Bay—ſo 


much has been written, by perſons 
of taſte and information, reſpect- 
ing the beauty of the country,— 
We were treated with an illumi- 
nation, very ſurpriſing in its ap- 
pearance, from fire inſets, which 
overſpread the ſurface of the wa- 
ter; and, though prepared for it 
by report, I did not marvel the 
leſs on beholding it.— The Line, 
J need not tell you, is twice 
croſſed in an Eaſt India voyage, 
and many phcoenomena are en- 
countered — ſuch as its raining on 
each ſide of the ſhip, without one 
drop falling upon deck; of which 
T, your friend, was a ſpectator, 

with 
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with alternate ſqualls and calms, 
that ſtartle a freſh- water ſailor ; 
and this is all I can remember, 
uninſerted in a multitude of au- 
thors, who have either been eye- 
witneſſes of what they relate, or 
received their accounts from good 
authority.— The tempeſts off the 
Cape, are, in general, frightful; 
but ſo proſpefous were our gales, 
that Neptune's domain has no 
terrors for my recollection, expe- 
rienced in my own perſon—tho' 
I tremble at every breeze, on 
account of thoſe to which my 
perhaps leſs fortunate friends may 
be expoſed, 

Mrs. Hartly has ſent to inform 
me, by Miſs Rolle, that a reſolu- 
tion has JK: now been carried, nem. 
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con. by the company, aſſembled in 
the ſaloon, with my father's high- 
eſt approbation, to deprive me of 
the uſe” of pen, ink, and paper, 
during my future reſidence at Ben- 
gal. Which will they-puniſh moſt, 
Arabella; you or me? I leave yo 


to decide, (as you beſt know how 


far my literary labours are pleaſ- 
ing, and imagine yourſelf compe- | 
tent to declare the degree of plea- 


ſure I receive therefrom) whilſt 


J attend this tribunal ; where I am 
certain of creating more friends 
by a gracious ſmile or two, than 
I ſhall find malecontents from any 
article of conduct in your 
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LETTER XXXII. 


T is a common obſervation, 

Arabella, with moral writers, 
and the fact is literally true at 
Calcutta that life is a chequered 
ſcene. — The laſt ſhips that rake - 
their departure this feaſon, are 
gone, and my levees are ſenſibly 
affected by the returns to Europe. 
But I am told the rule at Cal- 
cutta is, to balance the regrets of 
abſence by the ene N re- 
union. | 

ce Do but conceive, ” ſays Mrs 
Hartly, & what delight it will give 
you to renew theſe intermitted 

Vor. III. G - con- 
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connections to hear all the news 
from England — to receive freſh 
ſupplies of faſhion—and, per- 
haps,” added ſhe, with an agree- 
able look of meaning, *« ſee Ed- 
myad Doyly again. 


1 I felt myſelf bluſh, to a painful 
degree, as we were not alone; for, 
if we had, I ſhould not have at- 
tempted concealments, that would 
have been an inſult on her pene- 
tration. She, however, kindly 
relieved me, by inſtantly chang- 
ing the ſubject, and appearing 
- unconſcious of her triumph over 
my former reſerves ;z—yet would 
it be much the wiſeſt part in me, 
to appoint a ſucceſſor in my par- 
e my mind, Arabella, 
a. 263 9196449363019 1% telle 
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tells. me, I ſhall ſee Doyly no 
more. Meese mon 
Young 5 improyes every 
hour, and mixes in all our par- 
ties which is a proof of one of 
Cheſterfield's tenets, however apo- 
eryphal I hold them in general; 
for, that we riſe or fink with our 
company, is undeniable. | Exam- 
ple—precept—4a ſenſe of ſhame— 
and a deſire to pleaſe, are great, I 
had almoſt ſaid infallible, poliſh- 
ers. of the manners; and we be- 
come very decent copies of firſt. 
rate originals, unleſs ä 
deings indeed, and incapable of 
alen and of Ae 
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concern: — my amiable Bramin, 


Arabella, died laſt night; and. 
died, I am aſſured, bleſſing me. It 


ſeems he took a fever, a few days 


ago, but my friends were ſo kind, . 
they kept it from my knowledge; 
and, on my father's Sekar preſent- 
ing himſelf this afternoon, with a 
woe-begone aſpect, Mr. Hartly 
drew him aſide, as if on particular 
buſineſs, and received from him the 
account I have ſet before you.— 
Gentle and benevolent ſpirit !—if 
it is permitted for mortal beings 
to exerciſe thy care, and to be 
conſtituted objects of thy kind- 
neſs, deign to beſtow a thought on 
me lO! he was all that Heaven 
has ever condeſcended to make 
human nature—and I will raiſe "a 


pagoda i to his memory in my heart, | 
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that ſhall endure till that heart 
beats no more. | 


How will they diſpoſe of his 
worthy remains ? No funeral pile 
will, I hope, conſume them to 
aſhes—Yet wherefore that wiſh ?— 
for then will they be ſecure from 
every poſſibility of inſult, or dan- 
ger of mingling with Wo leſs ox ; 
than b own. 


I have, by my father, begged. 
the Sekar to procure, if that in- 
dulgence is not incompatible with : 
the Gentoo cuſtoms, a lock of his 
hair, for the purpoſe, my dear 
girl, of making it a mental taliſ-⸗ 
man, like the poor monk's box 
and Yorick, againſt all the irre- 
gularities to which we Chriſtians 


el are 
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are ſubject. 'You want ſuch a 
ſhield the leaſt of any perſon I do 
or ever did know; yet, Arabella, 
you ſhall have a locket ſet with 
pearl, with ſome device ſuitable 
to the occaſion, and wear it near 
your heart, for its virtues will be 
* 


My ſenſibility was, however, 
too much intereſted by this unex- 
pected event, for raillery to be 
feaſonable, or good advice well | 
timed; I therefore retired to my 
chamber, not, I fear, to ſleep, but 
to reflect upon the tranſient gift 
of exiſtence.— Doyly will feel for | 
me, if you mention this news to 
Mm, for much did he honour and 
prire my Bramin; and court his 
'firvour,” en nevertheleſs, 
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even whilſt I am writing his name, 
have reached the confines of eter- 
nity, and found the ocean as mer- 
cileſs, as the cruel diſeaſe to which 
our favourite has fallen a victim. 
Peace, unending peace, be with 
his ſhade !—and, take notice,. that 
ſhould time and chance reſtore me 
to my country, I will erect a pa- 
goda in Britain, to perpetuate the 
remembrance to my, or, what will 
be exactly the ſame thing, your 

poſterity, that ſo exemplary . a 
character was on the liſt of my 
| - Bengal acquaintance; .and that I 

| doubt not but I ſhall meet him, 
where parting is an evil no longer 
to be apprehended 3 and. fin and 
Jorraw, have no place. 1 would 
not, Arabella, believes, a. this 
CG ee 
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felt for me, was the cauſe of the 
lighteſt pain to him, for the world 
—and' henceforth be all my vanity 
ſubduved.—Tyrants of every kind, 
are the terror and diſgrace of 

their ſpecies ; but the victories of 
vanity, like thoſe of the grand 
enemy of mankind, are marked 
by devaſtation, and enjoyed with- 
aut other delight, than the delight 
of a malign and baneful foul. I 
will, however, try to be chear- 


ful. 


Did I ever tell you, that the 
Calcutta ladies are paſſionately 
fond of jeſſamine and roſes but 
Woch is the fat; and moreover, 
if my recollection deceives me 
not, 1 called their bowers, re- 
_ whe; for fear you ſhould not 
** underſtand 


( 
underſtand ſo obſolete a term, at 
this refined period, in England. It 


was an abſurdity of my own, crea- 
tion for the celebrated bower 
of the celebrated Roſamond, at 
Woodſtock, will give you ſome 
proper idea of the Eaſtern taſte, 
in this reſpect; ſome of them be- 
ing wholly impervious to the 
ſun- beam, and a moſt relieving 
ſituation, you may ſuppoſe, in 
ſuch a climate as Bengal—at the 
ſame time that they are diffuſing 
the moſt grateful odours around, 
and feaſting the eye with an in- 
termixture of the lovelieſt pro- 
ductions of nature and theſe 
bowers alſo, it is a ſettled point 
in my breaſt, will be inttoduęed 
by me, at my Britiſ wile er 
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lution in the ornamentals of gar- 
dens—and a proof, | that when 
good ſenſe, bade adieu to my fair 
countrywomen, ſhe. fled on the 
wings of the winds to this Eaſt- 
ern ſhore;—and, ſhould you, or 
your friends, be inclined to en- 

gage in her purſuit, you will find 
her, much at her eaſe, at n 
er | 


Theſe are flights of on, I 
grant you—mere creatures of the 
air I breathe; but let me once 
ind myſelf ſet down ſafely on the 
Hanks of the Thames, and 1 will 
endeavour to convert them into 
realities ; of which you would, I 
_ become a _ . 5 


5 We are duet! us: _ Sonatas, 
Was yu: —— Mrs, | 
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— Mrs. D is tired of India 
but Mrs. D-—— cannot declare 
as much, without implying that 
ſhe is deſirous of being a bride. 
the determined conſequenee of 
her arrival there. I ſigh for my 
Arabella's company, and would 
advance the ſecret wiſh of Mrs. 
D——'s heart; but that it is 
very probable poor Doyly and 1 
ſhould then meet on the high 
ſeas, and have the power only of 
exchanging a paſſing look. My 
father has affairs to ſettle, he can 
not ſo ſuddenly bring to bear as he 
imagined—and is ſo fettered and 
fo entangled by his own ſublime 
ideas; and the ſublimity of his 
bride elect's ſentiments,” that Ke 
knows not which way to turn him 
A ſhould fate and 

| fortune 
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fortune ſend Doyly back—have ] 
not a vow, like a wall of brafs, 
thrown. up between us? —I will 
only ſay thus much on the occa- 
ſion— that ſentiment leads us frail 
and narrow-ſighted beings into 
more follies and perplexities, than 

any other rule of conduct what- 

ever. We muſt not, for example, 
make ourſelves happy, if not al- 
together conſiſtent with ſentiment; 
—we-mult not be ſincere to thoſe 
we love, unleſs that ſincerity can 


be reconciled to ſentiment ; — nor, 


on detecting ourſelves guilty of 


an egregious abſurdity, dare to 
renounce it, unleſs duly. autho-— 
riſed by ſentiment :—ſo that fen- 


timent, which is a thing amiable 
in itſelf, is rendered the moſt per- 


mcI0gp, of 5 things in ts effects; 
and 
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and we live and die in the act of 
ſacrificing all that is truly valua- 
ble or amiable in life, to à chi- 
mera of our on brain; which 
we, like lunatics, dreſs up in the 
likeneſs of ſentiment. We laugh 
at the Gentoos, and their plura- 
lity of gods but truly ridiculous 
our wiſdom muſt appear, Which, 
inſtead of being exerted in the 
cauſe of happineſs, its whole end 
and aim is to teach us to be mi- 
ſerable with a good grace, and 
undo the benevolent work of Pro- 
vidence with our own ior oe of 
hangs ;—for, to be happy, not mit- 
ſerable, were we, moſt undoudt- 
edly, — ah EN 
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I will rand my ſubject a ſe- 
cond time ſor I can make no- _ 
thing 


\ M3 
thing to my ſatisfaction, or my 
reputation, of the one I am now 
Cs in. 


I am called by the natives, Be- 
late Be Bee—the Engliſh Lady; — 

for, however low rated in England, 
I am a ſovereign princeſs here; 
and, was I fo inclined, could 
wring the hearts of my depen- 
dents. But, in like manner with 
yourſelf, Arabella, I love to fee 
the human countenance dreſſed 
in ſmiles of content, of gratitude, 
of innocent pleaſure. It is a re- 
proach of the ſevereſt kind, to a 
feeling temper, to have interrupt- 
ed the felicity of others. | 


"11BUfe Bib, is an Euglihman ; 


1 is a lighted can- 
9 1 
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dle: but I am forming. a voca- 
bulary, with which J mean to 


preſent you, that I may at leaſt 
find one in England able to un- 


derſtand the words I have taken 
. fo much pains to acquire. 


Beville, (for ſo he is univer- 
fally called, in honour of his ex- 
cellent performance of that cha- 
rater) viſits | much at Hartly 
Houſe; and thoſe who profeſs the 
art of analyſing, place thoſe viſits 
to my account, If my conver- 
ſation was half as agreeable to 
him as his is to me, there might 
be danger at Calcutta; but he 
has many connections that can 
ſupply my place to him, though 
his well-ftored mind has no coun- 
W under this meridian, 1 

therefore 


7 
: 


„ 
therefore meaſure time by the long 
minutes till his return. | 


My father obſerves me more 
than uſual, as if he would read 
my moſt ſecret thoughts I ſhrink 
not from his penetrating eye; 1 
know he is too generous to con- 
ſtrain me, and too well read in 
his daughter's thoughts, to miſ- 
take her wiſhes in any inſtance 
beyond the preſent moment. 


I am Courting Beville for you ; 
and he has already taught himſelf 
to dwell upon your praiſes. Is 
the picture you draw of your 
friend, Madam, a real or a flat- 
tered likeneſs ?—Why do oceans 
roll between us? — Your letters 
of recommendation, what a high 

| point 


e 0 
point of favour would they Wr 
procure for me !—I would make 
an immediate voyage to England, 
if 1 was poſſeſſed of ſuch cre- 
dentials, and to ſuch a. lady. 
Where It will end, I do not take 
upon. me to fay; but the marks 
are at preſent ſtrong about him, 
that whenever within the reach of 
you, he will make you a viſit.— 
Young D—, I perceive it, likes 
him not,—T honour him for it, 
becauſe it 1s not natural for us 
to love thoſe who eclipſe us; and 
at diſſembling, in this reſpect, he 
is a novice. When my Bramin 
was alive, I had a ſtrange wild, 
deſire to outſhine all my female. 
acquaintance ; the deſire was un- 
worthy of me, and as ſuch has 
been reprobated by me. I ſet my 

Vor. III. H under- 
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underſtanding no longer out to 
ſhew—I ſpend no idle hours at my 
toilet; and am an. unintereſted 
participater of all the gay ſcenes 
which I behold others enjoying 
with rapture. You will be, per- 
haps, for placing this. change in 
my taſte, temper, and conduct, to a 
wrong cauſe; but I proteſt to you, 
Doyly's abſence or preſence is no 
part of the queſtion, at this preciſe 


period, in the deranged breaſt of, 


Your 


S. G. 


r 


n 


TTT XXXIII. 5 


HE Sekars, or Brokers, to 
1 whom the. ſale of all kinds 
of merchandize is intruſted, have 
an Ana, I underſtand, in every 
Rupee; keep three writers each; 
and are, many of them, maſters of 
much wealth: — but there is no 
doing without them, and they 
generally preferve a fair reputa- 
tion. My father is, however, ſo 
well ſatisfied with his Sekar, that 
he intends making him a hand- 
ſome preſent on his leaving India. 


I was laſt night at. the tra- 


gedy of Zara, and ſhed abun- 
H 2 dance 


3 

dance of tears, The poet has in- 
deed created a diſtreſſing conflict 
for a youthful heart, that has a 
powerful effect on the feelings ; 
and I think, Arabella, the con- 
ſtitution of my mind is ſuch, that 
J ſhould have fell a victim to the 
parental injunction. What abun- 
dant reaſon have I not, therefore, 
to be thankful for my happy con- 
dition! for I am not more anxious 
for my freedom of choice in the 
article that muſt determine the 
colour of my future life (I mean, 
the choice either of a ſingle or a 
married fituation) than my father 
is anxious in all things for my 
felicity ; and Iam as little deſirous 
of beſtowing myſelf contrary to 
my father's approbation, as I 


ſhould be reluctant to do violence 
a to 
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to my own inclination ; which I 
indeed conſider as the natural rights 
of exiſtence.—I have ſat for my 
picture, to oblige Mrs. Hartly, 
but have enjoined her to let it 
remain in Calcutta, and not ſuffer 
her friendſhip to lead her into the 
.error of believing, becauſe I may 
hold a tolerable firſt-rate place in 
her heart, that ſhe is entitled to in- 
-troduce my reſemblance into her 
_ cloſet at Hartly Bungilo, where 
11 ſhould diſgrace her collection. 


It requires no ſmall talents, 
Arabella, to prevent our heads 
being the dupe of our bearts. 
We eſteem an object, and we 
will, for argument s ſake, allow 
the object to be eſtimable; but, 
the character is a private one, and 
63 -: its 
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its beauties and its virtues have 
neither influence or operation be- 
yond the ſmall circle of friend- 
ſhip ; and conſequently, though 
to us very ſtriking and great, 
would become ridiculous by being 
brought forward to univerſal ad- 
miration, . like a taper in the ſun- 
beam. And, I pray you, who 
am I, Sophia Goldſborne, that 1 
ſhould be found amongſt the moſt 
perfect and the moſt accompliſhed 
of my ſex—who want not the aid 
of a foil to palliate the folly of 
my obtaining a niche ?—T- ſhould 
die with confuſion at ſuch a vio- 
lation of common ſenſe and com- 
mon decorum. . 


1 have. made an acquaintance . 
with a Mrs. Savage, the gentle- 


woman 


5 
woman who keeps a boarding- 
ſchool at Calcutta, and find her 
very well qualified for ſo arduous 
an undertaking; for her morals 
are good, and her underſtanding. 
cultivated. She fighs, however, 
ſhe confeſſes, like myſelf, for her 
native country ; and will, I doubt 
not, as ſoon as ſhe 1s able, return 
to England. The loſs Calcutta 
muſt ſuſtain on ſuch an event 
taking place, has made me caſt 
about for a ſucceſſor: and I hoped 
Mrs. Rider might have been pre- 
vailed upon; but ſhe modeſtly de- 
clines, ſaying, there is a great 
difference between the education 
of children under the + parental 
roof, and in a ſituation that ren- 
ders you anſwerable at all points 
for their ſafety and welfare; an 
| H 4 under- 
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undertaking no abilities are equal 
to; for, in ſuch a ſituation, you 
muſt depend upon others, who 
may either abuſe or betray their 
truſt, and defeat the beſt- formed, 
and the honeſt- executed plan, as 


far as reſpects the ſuperior on 
earth. 


- There are, however, in Eng- 


land, my good girl, many ac- 


compliſhed and flenderly provided 
for women, with more courage 
than Mrs. Rider poſſeſſes, that 
might be induced, by the know- 


| ledge of the great advantages de- 


rivable from the exerciſe of their 
talents at Calcutta, to make the 


voyage. Will you put the know- 


ledge, therefore, into circulation? 


for no one article of female pro- 


viſion 


„ 

viſion or accommodation can be 
of half the importance as the 
happy direction of the mind and 
manners, at the period when im- 
preſſions are moſt lively and inde- 
lible. For I would challenge my 
whole ſex, by an appeal to their 
own experience, to diſprove this 
aſſertion, ſo well underſtood by 

Pope, and ſo worn in the public 
eye by quotation— 


For as the twig is bent, the tree's indlin'. 


And ſo much has the worthy and 
amiable Mrs D her good wiſhes 
in this cauſe, that ſhe has offered 
to be a ſubſcriber to any eſtabliſhed 
fund, for making it an object with 
an accompliſhed Engliſhwoman 

to ſpend one ſeven years of her 
* at Calcutta, and to enſure a 


valuables 
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valuable candidate for the vacan- 
cies as they may occur. 
My father has purchaſed a ſpot 
for a Bungilo. I was low - ſpirited 
at the information, it ſeemed ſo 
ſtrongly to imply our prolonged 
reſidence in Iodia. Mrs. D 
has had the goodneſs, however, 
to let me into a ſecret; for my 
father intends it as a compliment 
to Miſs Hartly on her becoming 
Mrs. D—, with the permiſſion, 


nevertheleſs, of him and his friends 


to viſit it, whilſt he is within the 
reach of ſuch viſitation. 


How variable is human opinion 
this intelligence conſtituted that 
very aft a pleaſure, which, while 


CC oe }-: 
its motives were unaſcertained, 
excited much pain—and here am 
I, entering, with my whole powers, 
into its decoration and embelliſh- 
ment.— Adieu, my Arabella! x 
do not at this moment deſpair of 
our re- union. 


3 , 


oy 
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LETTER KXXXIV*. 


HAVE expoſed myſelf, Ara- 
bella, and every tongue in 


Calcutta is now employed in tel- 


ling it. My father preſented him- 
ſelf ſomewhat haſtily, I thought, 
becauſe unexpectedly, juſt as we 
were this day ſeated at dinner; 
and ftanding behind my chair, 
without the leaſt preparation, ſaid, 
« Poor Doyly is”— and on ſome 
account, I did not obſerve what, 


ſtopped. 


The date of which is fix months after 
the preceding one. 2 


cc Is 


WW. 

« Ts what?” cried I, with am 
emotion that ſurpriſed all the 
company O what, Sir, is poor 
Mr. Doyly ?” —< Only,” replied 
my dear father, preſſing my hand, 
« only arrived, within this ten 
minutes, ſafe at Calcutta.” : 


What a mortifying diſcovery 
has the intereſt I took in his ſafety | 
occaſioned !— Mrs. Hartly endea- 


vours to ſooth me into ſelf-recon- 
cilement, but, I think, it can 
never more take place. Infatuated 
girl !but firſt impulſes, I find, 
are not to be guarded againſt ; 
and the ſecret of my heart, which 
I have ſo long treaſured up, has 
eſcaped me, irrecoverably eſcaped 
me!“ Where is the good gentle- 


man,” faid Mrs. Hartly, with a 
provoking 


1 


provoking turn of countenance, 


« ſhall we not be favoured with 
his eompany® PAS He is follow- 
ing me,” replied my father, © with 
diſpatches for Sophia, from her 
old friend and ſchool-fellow; : the 


honour of preſenting which he 
refuſed making a transfer of, or 


1 ſhould have had the delivering 
of them,” 


Doyly now entered, and with 
his ufual grace bowed to the com- 
pany; who with one voice con- 
gratulated him on his return, ex- 


| cept the fooliſh weak creature I 


need not name. His dreſs im- 
proved his appearance — ] never 
ſaw any body —abſtracted from all 
ſuperabundant partiality look ſo 
well in deep mourning. An un- 

3 cle, 


E 
cle, who ſtood between him and 
the poſſeſſion of a fine eſtate, and 
who, with an unkindneſs that for- 
bids all regret for his deceaſe, had 
compelled him to quit his native 
country a mere adventurer, did 
nat live to reproach him, on his 
return to England, with the mad- 
neſs (as he called it) of his Eaſt 
India voyage, though folely re- 
ſulting from the narrowneſs of his 
finances, and the conſequential 
unfavourableneſs of his proſpects 
in life. And (could you have ſup- 
poſed ſuch a thing, Arabella?) the 
young man's head, on this change 
of fortune, became inſtantly giddy, 
infomuch that, having got rid of 
his commiſſion the firſt poſſible 
moment, he forgot every earthly 
ereature, and every earthly ſpot, 
| except 
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except Calcutta, and ſome few 
friends there that ſhall be name- 
leſs, and accordingly embarked, 
with a heart I had marked down 
for ſome other female's prize, in 
the firſt packet, in order to lay 
that no leſs faithful than af- 
fectionate heart at my feet; and, 
delivering me back my own pac- 
ket, made every imaginable apo- 
logy for his ſin of omiſſion, &c. 
&c. on the eon. 


And this wild act my father 
conſiders as a token of violent 
regard, forbidding me, by his 
looks and example, to ſhew any 
diſpleaſure. ! An exclamation, how- 
ever, eſcaped me, that ſufficiently 
. ſpoke my feelings: Not ſeen 
my Arabella!—not given her the 

7 |  ſatisfaftion 
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latisfaction of knowing I am alive! 


or enabled yourſelf to tell me a 
thouſand pleaſing particulars where 
her welfare is concerned !—O Mr. 
Doyly, is it poflible ?'—<« Yes,” 
replied my father, in an accent 
that mortified me not a little, 
« jt is, my dear Sophia, poſſible, 
that poor Mr. Doyly i is ſafe arrived 
at Calcutta. 


Wonderful all this 1 do I 
. foreſee when my wonder will ceaſe. 
— Now am I convinced of the 
power of my charms, and ſhall 
want no farther ſupport in my 
own good opinion for ever. 


Mrs. D 8 reception of Doyly 


was like herſelf, engaging beyond 


what I can deſcribe. «© Our par- 
Vol. III. 1 nes,” 


if % 
ties,” ſaid ſhe, „have been in- 
b e without you, and my 
petits ſoupers devoid of animation, 
Remember, we never loſe you 
again at Calcutta : nor will I open 
my doors, unleſs Wau, are to be 


one of the FOMPAnPe; 50 


en "REG nary and 1 en- 
joyed the alarms this addreſs viſi- 
bly gave riſe to in his breaſt; 
for at Calcutta, as I have re- 
peatedly told you, the idea of 
matrimony is inſeparable from the 
knowledge of an acquaintance be- 
Tween. the ſexes—and he ſeemed 
ro anticipate his downfall, ſhould 
; his mother-in-law take a huſband 
to herſelf, not much more than 


his gyn age. 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. B ſa the effect her 
good humour and friendſhip for 


Doyly had produced in the ſelſ- 
ih mind of her ſon; and, to the 
entertainment of all preſent (for 
all preſent were ſoon aware of her 
motive) coqueted with the young 
man, until the hour for retirement 
arrived } but” then thought pro- 
pet to undeceive him, leſt any 
miſchief between them ſhould 
enſue for Mr. D wears a 
fword—and who will not grant, 
that a rival in intereſt, is "as fe- 
vere A provocation, with "ſane 
tempers, as a rival in 10 vο A 
pretty winding up, indeed, "It 
would have proved of Mr. Doy- 
1y's romantic voyage, to habe 
had his throat cut, from an 
innocent frolic, in the hour of 

| "4 ſelf- 
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ſelf-conpratulation -anff” imagined 
ſecurity but that, Arabella; is 
frequently found the hour of our 
| worſt danger and, of courſe, it 
is our duty to be evermore on 
our guard. | 


But let me do Doyly juſtice, be- 
fore 1 go to ſleep.— He did, I 
find, enquire for you, agreeably 
to the ſuperſcription of my let- 
ters, but you was gone into the 
country. He waited your return, 
while patience, in his ſituation, 
was a virtue —and did intend, but 
forgot to fulfil his intention, to 
leave them in the care of your 
ſervant, with a note of lamenta- 
tion for the diſappointment he had 
met with, in not meeting with your 
Hair, ſelf;—and ſo the whole mat- 


ter 
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ter. ĩs 7 rather more decently àAc- 
counted for than in the firſt in- 
ſtant;— for, let me bear - witneſs, 
when the heart is occupied by ſuch 
fluctuating ſubjects as the winds 
and the waves, it is not extraor- 
dinary the memory ſhould be ab- 

ſorbed, and the conduct vague 
and inconſiſtent, His return would 
have given me tenfold pleaſure, if | 
he had brought me news of my 
Arabella ; — but, from this ſtate 
of the caſe, I think he muſt be 
forgiven — What | ſay you? —Aye 
or No! 


— 


12 8 6b 
Adieu! 


— — — — 
Hg 
| 9 tllknot tome 80 —— 
it: ſeems, - was the language of 
. Deni, on my father's attempting 
8 13 to 
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to make a long fpeeth relative to 
what he intended to give me: and 
thus ybu find me on the edge of 
the matrimonial precipice ;—for, 
though tender diſtteſs, and delicate 
Efribattafſitient, are very pretty de- 
ebrations for painted ſeenes—the 
fealities of life need receive no 
ſuck coloutings from the pencil 
for the ſenſible head; and the ſym- 
pathifirig heart, feels them all; 
J ſhall, thetefore, ſay not one wotd 
tow J looked, or how t replied, 
when ſolicited by the man of my 
choice, on the one hand, to ac- 
cept him, and commanded by my 
father, on the other hand, to fol- 
low my own inclinations. Gene- 
Fbus, indulgent comfhand't — for 
well was he acquaibted with the 


bent _ "oy inclinations, before 
eme Al ſuch 
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ſoch command was iſſued z—the 
Padra, therefore, ſtands, a good 
chance of obtaining ſome, tyenty 
gold mohrs, at leaſt, on my ac 
count—but. 1 will have the whole 
affair as private as poſſible, let 
my friends remonſtrate as, they 
my +; bon 2 0 23111631 
Lord Cornwallis is on his way 
to Calcutta, to, aſſume the, reins 
of government. That. he is 8 
man of faſhion, we bear without 
emotion but that we hear he. is 
a man of abilities and honour, we 
rejoice. He will be receiyed witch 
every mark of diſtinction, in, ho- 
nour of his and our Sovereign; 
but his hour of departure, alone, 
will evince the advance be; has 
=] in- our approbation and. at 
| 14 tachment.— 
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tachment.— I ſtand impartial, and 
will give his claims due weight :— 


but, if it ſhould be required of 


me to forget the Governor I have 


known, and fink his fame in the 


celebrity of any .new-comer, I 


ſhall beg, to be excuſed. Here- 
ditary advantages, however bril- 
liant their effects, are but ſecon- | 
dary recommendations ;—the ſelf- 


ennobled individual, and him who 


diſgraces not the memory of his 
illuſtrious forefathers, being the 
only highly-revered characters in 


this land of commerce and plain 
underſtanding. 


I am, &c. &c. 


Tour- Sy 


* 
141 $3992 Gs G. 


LETTER 


(6 127.) | 


1 E Tr B n xv. 0 


1 * 
„ 4 » «©& © S #® e 
OY 


MAZEMENT ! 1— = fo this 
ſame little winning Mr. 
Doyly, is the godſon of my be- 
loved mother, and your near rela- 
tion. A pretty plot this !—and 
may I loſe my pretenſions to the 
privileges of a Chriſtian female, if 
I pardon your ſhare in it—or, what 
is tantamount, be compelled to 
embrace the narrow and illiberal 
faith of the ſons of Omar; which, 
by the way, I have now ſome 

thoughts of doing—for I ſhall, at 
leaſt, be of conſequence whilſt 
living, if annihilation (in the opi- 
nion of my adorers) muſt be my 


[ad * 


«= ma) 
portion when dead; — and that is 
more than my profeſſed friends, 
though of the race of Believers, 
have choſe to give me, in this in- 
ſtance.— The following is the con- 


feſſion the offending parties in the 


Eaſt have been brought to make; 
nor ſhall I fail to add your's there- 
to, the firſt opportunity. by which 
it can be obtained. | 


My father, perceiving me diſ- 


inclined to marry in the Eaſt, for 
wealth, &c. with men old enough 
to =P me guilty, in ſo doing, 


of a breach of the canonical. ar- 
Et. which poſitively forbid your 


marrying your grandfather ;—and 


anxious to unbend tete- q. tete with 


a Ton- in-law likely to make his 


davghter happy — writes off to 
© England 
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England for Doyly, telling him, 
if his proſpects were not improv- 
ed; he believed he could promiſe 
to be ſervieeable to him in India. 
Doyly embarks, and, being arriv- 
ed, receives the offer, pbint- blank, 
of his frien@'s daughter, With all 
her etoluments and endowments, 
provided her conſent could be 
obtained; in which attempt he 
was to have all lawful aid and ng 
merged ee 


Doyly cn who would 40 "_ 
at the offer. A young damſel of 
my clairns and appearance might, 
Arabella, have been carried wich 
ſacceſs to a much higher market; 
—but every man. in his humour, 
ſay I- and, being my father's pro- 
perty, he had a right to indulge 

his 
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his fancy, as far as it was recon- 
cileable to my wiſhes. | 


Doyly began his manceuvrings, 
I ſuppoſe, nothing doubting ; for 
where is there a young man in 
this age to be found, that thinks 
humbly of himſelf — perſon or 
mind?—when lo! what ſhould 
come to paſs, but his imbibing 
ſo exalted an idea of the height 
and depth of my deſervings, that 
he falls into the ſtate of boobyiſm, 
which cauſed all my ſuſpence, 
folly, &c. &c.— for, though his 
reſpe& for my mental merits was 
abundant, from repeated conver- 
ſations with you, our common 
friend, thereon—yet, not having 
ſeen me, within my remembrance, 
my perſonal graces (which were 

to 
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ro be ſuperadded to the account) 
were ſo dazzling and fo diſmay- 
ing, that he very childiſhly gives 
away his heart, without ſeeking a 
return in kind; — and no” leſs 
childiſhly reſolves never to diſ- 
cloſe his tender abſurdity, until 
ſome change, or chance, had lifted 
bim a few degrees nearer an equa- 
lity with me in pecuniary mat- 
ters a reſolution that locked up 
his lips, not only in all the inter- 
courſe he enjoyed with me (and en- 
couragement to ſpeak out, I fear, 
was legible in my countenance, 
had tranſlating looks been his ta- 
lent) but, in the moment alſo of 
bidding adieu, when preſumption 
is ſo excuſable, becauſe ſo natural 
in a lover—who knows not what 
he does or ſays, until his offended 

2 Dulcinea 
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Dulcinea recals him, by her anger, 
to a ſenſe of his crime, and he 
begs pardon, and offends—and 
offends, and begs pardon, to the 


laſt point of the lat nen be⸗ 
en e 1 Dil 


But, to thew you the metamor- 
phoſis riches can produce—this 
timid, humble Doyly, is become 
the moſt ardent and precipitate of 
lovers and would have ſeized my 
hand,:nolens volens, the firſt even- 
ing of his arrival at Calcutta; in 
conſequence, however, I ſhould 
add, of the uniserſal opinion 
(with my father at the head of 
that opinion) that I entertained. a 
lecret.;tendre for him. Secręt, do 
call i: that ever falſehood and 
deceit ſhould: look ſo well upon 


« any 

paper l but, bound by the laws of 
decorum to preſerve ſuch. ſecrets 
inviolate, that ſhould, Arabella, 
by the courteſy of our friends, be 
deemed a ſecret, which has not 
been confeſſedly revealed, what- 
ever prefumptive evidence is pro- 
ducible of the contrary... 


And yet, there is ſomething 
premature in the buſineſs ; for 
who knows what friends Lord 
Cornwallis may bring over with 
him to make one repent one's 
yieldingneſs of temper 2 I have, 
however, placed the emblems of 
tranquil feelings before ae (the 
devices I mentioned to you, 
wrought with the hair of my de- 
parted Bramin) in order to ex- 


1" i now 
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now re-kindling in my heart :— 
yet what have I to aſk of quiet- 
mindedneſs, more than I poſſeſs ? 
for, Arabella, I am content to 
leave Calcutta, without occaſion- 
ing one ſcene of blood and ſlaugh- 


ter in my name, under the ſpread- 
ing branches of the trees of de- 


ſtruction (which might have been 
ſo reaſonably expected from my 
charms) in conteſt for the honour 
of my hand; and am preparing 
myſelf (with my own conſent) to 
domeſticate in Britain, to the very 
confines of. oblivion — which is 
carrying the virtue of humility to 
a moſt unprecedented height, in a 
damſel of my complexion and 
turn of ſentiment. 


The ſame round of amuſements 
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is about to take place, as at this 
time laſt year.— The Gentoo holi- 
days begin firſt—the races ſuc- 
ceed—and the theatre will open 
ſome weeks ſooner than at that 
period ;—all things being thus 
early in a proper train, out of 
compliment, I ſuppoſe, to the ex- 
pected Governor—ſo that we 
ſhall not want amuſement ;—and 
I have it in contemplation to 
point out a few dramatic charac- 
ters to Doyly, which, I perſuade 
myſelf, he would fill in a man- 
ner far from diſgraceful to either 
me or himſelf. Calcutta once 
more looks like itſelf; — men, 
Arabella, in other words, abound ; 
—and I am beheld, by all my old 
acquaintance, as if I had horns 
on my head, becauſe I have not 
Vol. III, K renounced 
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renounced my maiden ſtate ;—but 
the myſtery will ſoon be unravel- 
led, and they will find, that tho” 
wealth could not tempt me, mo- 
deſt merit, noble-mindedneſs, and 
a long liſt of matrimonial requi- 
ſites, could prevail, even over a 
vow—a vow you .can produce 
againſt me, to the impeachment 
of my morals, and the diſcolour- 
ing of my lily-white fame ;—for, 
amongſt my other articles of ce- 
lebrity, my ſincerity of heart, and 
the ſincerity of my lips (or, as you 
would call it, veracity) have a diſ- 
tinguiſhed place. — I thank you 
for your kind remembrance. of me, 
and ſhall . conceive every cauſe 


- loſt, in which you may chuſe to 


accept a brief — ſo prevailing are 
the reaſons you have ſet before 
me, 
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zme, in excuſe for Doyly's con- 
duct— not to mention a word of 
.the force of example—for you, 
Arabella, forgive him neglects, I 
could not hope you to pardon, 


J am your's, &c, 


S. G. 


Ke LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVL 


* 


ORD Cornwallis is hourly 
L expected, and bugeros are in 
readineſs to fall down the Hugh- 
ley, on its being announced he 
has made the mouth of the Gan- 


ges. 


Mrs. D—, with an ardour T 
did not think her capable of, has 
fitted herſelf and friends out at all 
points, to do this great man ho- 
nour — at leaſt, by adding one 
more bugero to his train; and my 
father ſays, our company cannot 
be diſpenſed with. 


Ci 
What can I ſay? - my ſpirits are 
in uniſon with the occaſion ;—- 


My ſhepherd is kind, and my heart is at eaſe, 


But I ſhall: not be without my 
apprehenſions ;—for, did I not fee 
the time, when Doyly's life was 
in imminent danger, though on a 
party of pleaſure :—but Doyly pro- 
miſes to be diſcreet, and Mr. 
Emſon has taken himſelf to Eng- 
land ;—I will, therefore, ſpeak 
peace to my fears, and gratify 
Mrs. D—'s deſire of exhibit- 
ing me. — But of Mrs. D 1 


have ſomewhat to mention, not 
quite ſo much in the ſtyle of friend- 
ſhip as J had expected; ſhe can have 
her concealments, as well as a cer- 
tain young Lady, when ſhe pleaſes 
.—for (could you have thought it) 

| Ee + 2 my 
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my father's will, which he put 
into her hands to peruſe, when 
- ſhe was about to make her own, 
contained his approbation of Doy- 
ly for a ſon-in-law — his act of 
ſending for him from England,. 
for the purpoſe of gaining my fa- 
your—and a ſolemn requeſt, that 
ſhe would finiſh what he had be- 
gun, provided it was diſcovered” 
to be my inclination, —A pretty 
buſineſs, truly !—and thus, it is 
probable, ſhe will be often em- 
ployed by him, in ſecret ſervices: 
reſpecting his child, that will be 
preconcerted between them. —I 
would be angry, if I could reſiſt 
being pleaſed but, next to your- 
felf, Arabella, ſhe is the viſeſt 
and the beſt creature on earth. — 
Mrs. Hartly is not forgot by me— 


nor 
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nor her ſweet diſpoſition unre- 
membered. She has, . however, a 
family to ſhare her attentions and 
kindneſſes; whereas Mrs, D. 
is ours entirely, and without al- 
loy. 


One of our viſiting friends has 
taken a French leave of us. I 
believe I have told you, that one 
ſide of the river Hughley 1s pri- 
vileged ground, the oppoſite ſhore 
to Calcutta, to which place this 
young ſpark is fled. He ſpent 
his evening, I find, in the tavern, 
at the {gaming-table, where, hay- 
ing loſt conſiderable ſums, he was 
puſhed on from one act of deſpe- 
ration to another, until, not being 
worth a ſhilling, he was com- 
pelled to become a fugitive among 

K 4 flugitives 
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fugitives (for no one of good 
proſpects or good connections re- 
ſides there) the fatal and frequent 
conſequence of this dreadful infa- 
tuation. Card-playing was de- 
ſigned for amuſement only, to 
unbend the mind from too intenſe 
ſtudies, and to diſſipate too intenſe 
reflection. It has, however, been 
perverted into an engine of de- 
ſtruction — à calamity without a 
mitigation—for what reſources has 
a wretch in his hour of ſelf-created 
affliction, when the whole world, 
and his own heart, are united in 
his condemnation ? The gameſter, 
moreover, ſeldom falls alone; an 
amiable wife, a lovely offspring, 
are too often involved in the cruſh= 
ing ' misfortune; and ſuch is the 
nature of his profeſſion, that even 

| ſucceſs 
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fucceſs ought to wound his fee 
ings, for he muſt, Arabella, undo, 
if he is not undone. 


T am, nevertheleſs, ſo much in- 
tereſted in the fate of this young 
finner, that I have beſought Doyly 


to ſerve him if he can—for he is 


the victim of premature, of un- 


bounded proſperity; had he been 
leſs, he would have been much 


more fortunate. We ſhall there- 
fore make a point of procuring 


him ſome moderate re-eſtabliſh-- 
ment, which, we truſt, he will be- 


ſmarted into a knowledge of the 


value of, and game no more. 


Lord J is arrived, and 


profeſied 


| 
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profeſſed himſelf much pleaſed! 
with his reception. 


Every creature is flying to his 
houſe to pay their hie- mains; and 
it is ſaid, that as ſoon as the 
buſtle is over, the Nabob will 
make him a public viſit. There 
will be a ſight, Arabella, for an 
European gentlewoman ! — How 


5 lucky it is, my hour for embark-- 


ing did not arrive previous to 
this grand raree- ſnow-! 


Our voyage was a pleaſant and 
delightful one — for when the ſur- 
face is ſmooth, I am fond of water 
excurſions — and, by what you 
London people experience in your. 
parties to and from Vauxhall, & c. 
&c. you may judge how muſical 
| ; accom- 
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_ accompaniments muſt increaſe the 
Pleaſure of the Eaſtern voyaging. 


Young D.— has a good voice, 
and, what I ſhould never have ſul-- 
pected him of, ſings with much 
taſte. We had an awning of kit- 
teſaws, and did our beſt to be 
noticed when the Bugero of bu- 


geros paſſed us; but, mortifying: 


ſo ever as the confeſſion may be, 
it ſhall be confeſſed that I. verily- 
believe we were confounded with- 
the multitude. 


My father has furniſhed himſelf 
with large aſſortments of Eaſtern 
manufactures, by much the largeſt* 
part of which is intended for a 
preſent to my friend, ſo that you 


ſtand a chance of eclipfing all the 
Miſſes 
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Miſſes of your acquaintance — a' 
moſt ſentimental gratification :: bur 
as for my part, ſimplex munditiis 
ſhall be my motto, which requires 
as much ſkill to hit off, without 
being under or over dreſſed in a 
ſingle article, as any female eti- 
quette I know. Moreover, ſo al- 
tered am I in my views and wiſhes, 
that I have. ſettled with myſelf to 
affect the Gentoo air, which is an 
aſſemblage of all the ſoft and-win- 
ning graces prieſts or poets have 
yet deviſed a name for,. and Doyly 
ſhall figure away as my Bramin; 
and ſo well have I inſtructed him 
in every humane tenet of that hu- 
mane religion, that he will not 
hurt a butterfly, nor can he diſpatch 
even a troubleſome muſketto with- 
eut a correſpondent pang — and 
| habit, 
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"habit, you know, is ſaid to give 
us a kind of ſecond nature; but 
it is to do Mr. Doyly barely juſ- 
tice to · ſay, that no ſavage climate, 
.not even the climate of his, mine, 
.or your .anceſtors, has power to 
render him aught but the friend 
of all created nature, and the uni- 
verſal admirer of all Nature's pro- 
ductions ;—but, as Sterne ſays, 1 5 
am not celebrating the man, but 
the ſentiment. | 3 


We are to have a fiſhing party 
next week, for the participation 
of which amuſement, nature has 
diſqualified me by a. painful de- 
grec of ſenſibility; for cannot 
call by the name of pleaſure, what 
muſt be purchaſed at the high 
price of the ſuffering or death 
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«of any thing that exiſts. This 
was the firſt attaching feature my 
ſtill-lamented Bramin diſcovered 
in my mental character. Tou 
are, ſaid he, „Madam, a Chriſ- 
tian by profeſſion, but a Gentoo 
by nature; you would have done 
honour to the religion of Brumma.“ 
.— They refuſed me not, as I ap- 
prehended, a lock of this ſaint's 
hair, and I have had it elegantly 
ſet for his ſake. He merited 
no leſs a compliment, in return 
for his unfeigned approbation of 
me. ö 


It is got abroad, that we mean 
ſoon to leave Bengal; and here I 
have it, under the hand and ſeal 


oO one of my adorers, that broken 


conſtitutions, and broken hearts, 
X will 
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vill be the conſequence of my 
departure; for that thoſe who do 
not die of grief, will ſend them- 
ſclves ſpeedily to their graves by 
libations to Neptune for my ſafety. 
This, in your ſober judgment, 
may be deemed carrying gallantry 
to exceſs; but there have been 
inſtances of facts to the full as 
extravagant, ſome years ago;—the 
Eaſtern world is, however, much 
improved, and their errors cor- 
rected. | 


A generation of European Chil- 
dren (if you will give ſuch an 
Iriſhiſm your paſſport, when you 
obſerve that I mean children born 
in the Eaſtern world) grow up 
daily, whoſe natural endowments 
are excellent, and their educa- 

tion 
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tion wonderful for this diſtant 
land; ſo that, inſtead of languiſhing, 
as formerly, for European ladies, 
and receiving with rapture the 
hands of ſuch as have the courage 
to brave all the perils of the ocean 


to obtain them a huſband, and 


arrive with their credentials from 


the Company in their hands; — 
wives are now choſen, by men of 


nice feeling, from among theſe 
India- born ladies, (through natu- 
ral intimacies, and a knowledge of 
their tempers, manners, and con- 


duct) in preference to theſe adven- 
turers. Yet is there no rule without 


an exception ſo that if you will be 
-prevailed upon, Arabeila, to make 


an Eaſt India voyage, I will en- 
gage a genius of my acquaintance, 


who has repeatedly celebrated my 


ſmall 
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fmall merits, both in proſe and 
verſe, to preſent you a congra- 
tulatory addreſs upon your arrival, 
and will enſure you a hoſt of ad- 
mirers. | 


You will, I fancy, be convinced 
by my trifling, I am no love-ſick 
nymph—no, Arabella! ſo far from 
it, that though it is not unlikely 
I may marry Doyly, in obedience 
to my father's commands, you 
muſt do me the juſtice to acknow- | 
ledge I bore his abſence like a 
heroine, and ſeldom or ever made 
him the ſubject- matter of my let- 
ters to England. I have ma- 
naged, however, to my father's 
ſatisfaction, and have taught my- 
ſelf to deſpiſe your malicious 
{miles ;—yer, on recollection, be- 
Vor. III. L fore 
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fore it is given me to embrace 
my Arabella, by. being made the 
young man's lawful wife, it may 
be more for my credit to confeſs, 
than deny the tender ſentiments 
with which he inſpired me. 


In Calcutta, T believe, Hymen 
is ſeldom known to be attended 
at the nuptial ceremony by Cupid 
(for it is who bids moſt that wins 
the prize); and whilſt the fairlady's 
perſon appertains to one happy 
man. alone, her converſation is 
at the ſervice of all thoſe who 
have ſufficient intereſt to get them- 
ſelves introduced to her; and the 
huſband is ſo complaiſant as to 
aſk no queſtions. | 
| Your's, &c. 

S.A. 
LETTER 
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LAS, Arabella, I am un- 
1411 done! — I have beheld fo 
brilliant, ſo divine a ſpeftacle — 
am ſo dazzled, and ſo captivated, 


and, like Gulliver in the land of 


Lilliput, find all the objects around 
me ſo diminutive and ſo mean, 
that I overlook and diſregard them 
at every point. You will perceive, 
by this exordium, the Nabob has 
made his intended viſit to the new 
Governor, and has carried off the 
heart of your unfortunate friend; 
—but I will endeavour to conquer 
and regulate my feelings. | 


La ms 
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From Chitpore (the Nabob's 
palace) te Calcutta, I have al- 
ready told you is four miles; 
from whence ſuch a proceſſion as 
I muſt never hope to behold again, 
proceeded to the Eſplanade, and 
that at a very early hour in the 
morning. 


His guards, on the occaſion, 
were no leſs in number than his 
whole battalion of black troops, 
fine-looking fellows — and their 
complexions gave a grandeur to 
the ſcene. Their uniform and 
their turbans were new, and their 
fire-arms glittering bright; and 1 
would have given the world on 
the inſtant to have been a Na- 
bobeſs, and entitled to ſo mag- 
nificeat a train. 
$ I whiſ— 
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I whiſpered Doyly, and aſked 
him, what he thought of the 
London fights in ſuch a moment? 
He ſhook: his head with due con- 
tempt, but made no reply, as 
we were ſurrounded by thoſe who 
would have taken umbrage at the 
moſt diſtant reflection (though in 
the voice of truth) on England. 


Seven elephants of the firſt mag- 
nitude were led by their keepers, 
in like 'manner as our ſumpter- 
horſes ; ſeated on the back of one 
of which, on a throne of inde- 
fcribable ſplendor, was his Nabob- 
ſhip, with a man behind him, 
holding a ſuperb fan, in the very 
act of collecting the breezes in his 
ſervice. 7. 
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The throne was compoſed” of 
gold, pearls, and brilliants, and the 
nabob's dreſs worth a fovereignty; 
nor was eyer-animal more grandly 
capariſoned than the no leſs ho- 
noured than exalting elephant on 
which he rode. 


His ſtate-palanquin followed, 
apd was by much the moſt deſi- 
rable object my eyes ever en- 
countered, and differently built 
to thoſe uſed by the Europeans. 
Four pillars of maſſy filver ſup- 
porting the top, which was actu- 
ally encruſted by pearls and dia- 
monds; and, inſtead of verandas, 
fine glaſs plates on every ſide, as 
well as the back and front, to 
ſhew his Mightineſs's perſon, I 
* to the * advantage. 

] was 
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I was ſtationed nearly on a 
level with the throne as it paſſed 
along ; — and judge, Arabella, if 
you can, of the ambitious throbs 
my heart experienced, when I ſaw 
the Nabob's eyes, ſparkling with 
admiration, fixed on my face! 
Doyly turned pale, and the pro- 
ceſſion advanced — yet were my 

charms unforgotten by him; for 
he twice or thrice looked back, 
and conſtituted me the envy of 
the women, and the torture of 
the men; in a word, my con- 
queſt was as evident as the noon- 
day ſun: and who could dream 
of a mortal female's refuſing an 
enthroned adorer, with the wealth 
of the Indies at his. feet ? 


Down knelt the half-reaſfoning 
| L 4 animal, 
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animal, at the entrance of the 
Governor's houſe, for his illuſtri- 
ous maſter to alight;—ſo powerful, 
yet ſo docile !—ſo gentle, yet ſo 
terrific in their appearance -I am 
dying, Arabella, to have one of 
theſe very Elephants at my com- 
mand. 


Breakfaſt was prepared for this 
princely gueſt, at the Governor's; 
from whence he was conducted 
acroſs the Eſplanade, to the New 
Fort, where the troops were drawn 
out, to compliment him with an 
exhibition of their martial ma- 
nœuvrings z—and he was ſhewn, 
with apparent aſtoniſhment, to 
how great a diſtance bomb-ſhells 
can be thrown.— He was accom- 
nanied by the Governor's Aid-de- 

| camp, 
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camp, the whole day—exprefſed 
much delight on viewing the camp 
at Bugee Bugee—but returned to 
Chitpore to dinner, the peculiar 
cuſtoms of his religion not admit- 
ting of his mixing with the Eu- 
ropeans, on that occaſion, - Many 
of the officers were invited to his 
palace, and ſumptuouſly enter- 
tained, in an adjoining apartment; 
and in the evening, ſome beauti- 
ful fire-works were played off in 
the garden of Chitpore—and the 
company returned much ſatisfied 
with his liberal and courteous 
demeanour, 


I thought of Lady Wortley 
Montague's account of her being 
noticed by the Grand Seignior, 
when ſpectator of a Turkiſh pro- 

ceſſion, 
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ceflion, on the Nabob's obſerva- 
tion of me but there was this 
difference between the circum- 
ſtances - namely, that the atten- 
tion the Sultan paid that Lady 
was merely en paſſant; whereas this 
Nabob of Nabobs proved, in the 
face of all the people, how long 
he bore me in mind — that is, 
how deeply he was wounded—and 
1 hold myſelf in expectance of 
hearing more of him. 


The return of the proceſſion 
was with the ſame ceremonies— 
and I have dreamed alone of ſtate 
palanquins, thrones, elephants, 
and ſeapoys, ever ſince, 


My friends, who viſited the 
8 and * the Nabob's 
% ſteps 
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fteps wherever he went, tell me, 
a ſhip now on the ſtocks, at Wat 
fon's Works, of three decks (the 
firſt ever built at Calcutta) will 
be launched in a few days, and 
receive the name of the Earl 
Cornwallis, in honour. of our 
_ "Governor, It will, no doubt, be 
a- brilliant day ;—but whether it 
will be thought ſafe to truſt me 
to be a ſpectator, or not, leſt the 
Nabob ſhould form plans for car- 
rying me off, is uncertain, until I 
haye heard the opinion of my male 
friends. That Doyly was fright- 
ened, is moſt certain; but an 
Engliſhwoman was not born to- 
fear giant knights, or enchanted 
caſtles; and the more eſpecially, 
where an army would ſtand forth: 
in her protection and defence. It 

a would 
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would flatter my vanity to find 
them alarmed. —Ha! ha! ha! 
 Arabella—did you ever imagine 
your friend would make ſo mag- 
nificent a conqueſt ? Poor Doyly, 
how ſmall he has felt himſelf ever 
ſince Forgive my folly—I recol- 
lect my Bramin, and am myſelt 
again. 0 


I am affectionately, 
Lour's, 


S. G. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 
LESS me, Arabella, how dif- 
ferent objects can appear 

to different optics ! — My father 
talks of nothing but going to 
England, or Doyly but of becom- 
ing a bridegroom.—“ Softly, my 
dear Sir,” ſaid I to him, « for 
there are a few preliminary arti- 
cles to be adjuſted, before that 
great event can take place.—If 
my father marries not in India, 
I will follow his example; and 
ſo, if you chuſe to make it a con- 
cern of yours, get him to appoint 


his day, and * I promiſe you, 
| ſhall be mine.” 


We 
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We ſhall be a fine party of us, 
4n crofling the ocean ;—for, Mr, 
and Mrs. Hartly, the - children, 
Mrs. Rider, and young Mr. and 
Mrs. D „ will accompany us; 
letters having arrived, that re- 
quire Mr. Hartly's perſonal at- 
tendance in England, and he will 
not leave his family behind. | 


Mrs. D has been reproach- 
ing me, in the ſevereſt terms, for 
my treatment of Doyly.—Unkind 
Mrs. D ! I never thought it 
Poſſible for you to chide in ſo 
ſerious a manner. — She ſays 1 
ſhall diſtreſs my father beyond 
meaſure, by requiring what .can- 
not be complied with. | 


8 | « And 


1459) 
* And why not, Mrs. D,“ 
faid I, interrupting her, „ why 
not, I befeech you ?—It a union 
4s to take place between my fa- 
ther and you, wherefore ſhould 
you embark for England previ- 
ous thereto ?—or, if it can be ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve ſuch delay, why 
ſhould you ſet yourſelf in array 
againſt a compliment I propoſe 
making you, of delaying my nup- 
tials alſo, until the air of my na- 
tive country gives me ſufficient 
reſolution to conſtitute Mr. Doy- 
ly my ſovereign lord? —Methinks 
the ſhews great impatience to aſ- 
ſume the huſband.” _ 


Mrs. D—— walked off in great 
ſtate—the firſt fit of the pouts 1 
have ever ſeen her fall into; and 
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who will give the ſecond lecture 
on the ſubject, I am at a loſs to 
conjecture. Perhaps your elo- 
quent little friend, my intended 
vou underſtand me, Arabella 
but I ſhall not allow it lawful for 
him to plead in his on cauſe.— 
His reports will be ſo partial, 
his repreſentations ſo——Ah, Ara- 
bella, I hear my father aſk for 
me !—what will become of me ? 


IT have great powers, my good 
girl—and I ſtood in need of their 
_ utmoſt exertion, when eppoſed, as 
they have been, to Mrs. D—'5$ 
"beſt performance. I acknowledge 
her to be a great actreſs, and only 

inferior to your. friend, who has 


carried her point, to all intents 
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and purpoſes ; and not a word 


more is to be mentioned- until 


the Padra receives his inftruions 
to fill his purſe in our ſervice. 
1 do not ſuppoſe, Arabella, thar 
the evening will be worth leſs to 
him than 500 gold mohrs. . 


You will, perhaps, think I treat 
the ſubject very gayly.—I do—in 
order to keep my mind clear of 
melancholy thoughts, The dear 
woman, that is now a faint in 
heaven, approves the work I 
have accompliſhed ; and 1 am 
teaching myſelf to forget the 
grave, and look for her .only in 
the bright — of he mr | 


On which account, it has been 8 


determined, no one of us ſhall vi- : 
Vor, III. M ſit 


( 163 
fit the ſpot where her earthly g- 
mains are lodged. At Mrs. ' Hartly 
rens, it is flying in the, face of 
Providence, to neglect the practice 
of reſignation; and Mrs. D———'s 
ſpeaking, filence ſeems to claim 
that reſpect from us, no language 
could have engaged for her.— 
Sentimental ſorrow, as Dr. John- 
Jon Calls it, is, I am now ſatisfied, 
the bane of happineſs, i in a wider 
degree than the worſt evil under 
the ſun, which that refinement is 
prompted to reſiſt; inſomuch, 
that I hope you will find we oe 
benefited by our voyage. | 
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1:/There are: monſters, Arabella, 
im haman fhapes, and the: Eaſtern 
world (what I ſhould re · 
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rifned” without conceiving it to 
be, but for the ineident of this 
morning) the ſrene of tragedies 
that diſhonour mankind have, 
within the paſſing- hour, beheld 
one of theſe wrerches ebnveyed to 
priſon and may condign puniſha 
ment Raunen Oe ve luz 
He is , my dear, ini in 
the 'army—who having, im ſome 
of his country rides, diſcovered 
an old man's daughter to be loves 
ly beyond whatever this country 
has produced, eruelly and baſely 
refolved to rob him of her To 
her father's houſe he e went, on 
this diabolical deſign, „ and was 
received by its innocent and un- 
ſuſpecing inhabitants with the 
vunnoſt Ribdneſũ; i eonſeq;ſenee 
bon: 1 of 
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of which rebeption, he changed his 
plan of outrage and, inſtead of 
bearing ber off, as he had intend- 

— ſettled A to viel the laws 


> 


\ To. win her, he found "anon 
lobe therefore had recourſe 
to violence; and, when the poor 
old man, terrified by his daugh- 
ter's (cries, advanced to her aſſiſt- 
ange, he ſhot him dead before his 
child's eyes; and then proceeded 
ta fill up the meaſure of his ini- 
quity. Tes Arabella! che man 


whoſe, profeſſion it was to protect, 
thus brutally and banbarouſiy 
deſtroyed ! — May his name be 

I ES: branded 


( 65 J 
branded with infamy1— and his 
nominious.—I now rejoice, more 
than ever, that I am about to leave 
a country, where fiend-like acts 
are, I fear, much oftener perpe- 
trated than detected; for, the 
grave complains not, and gold can 
unnerve the arm of juſtice. Lord 
—— will not, however, "ſain 
his noble deeds, by ſuffering ſuch 
a villain to eſcape; and the facts 
J have related are too well known, 
and too glaringly confirmed, to 
be palliated; or atoned by lefs 
than the life of him who could 
deviſe deeds of ſuch turpitide of, 
when even deviſed, could have the 
ſavage nature to carry dem mec 
effect. I am alt indignation, ter 
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ror; eb pation; and agitation : 
the Young woman ſurvives, how? 


ever, to appal the guilty wretckk 
by Ker melancholy reſfiimony.” We 
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We embark, Arabella, within 
the hour I am wow "devoting! ro 
my pen; ; and few Evenings, 1 
ſhould ſuppoſe, produced more 
weddings, than took place, three 
evenings ago at Hartly Houſe. Yes, 
Atabella, I have been three days a 
wife; ahd fo abundantly are my 
family connections enlarged, that 1 
Rave a mother I am proud to ac- 
kyowledge” and fiſters and bro- 
thers; HH conſecj dente vf my change 
om pete er the ſiſter of 
NVS Hardy u low Nerd Dad's 
on moi ,1z5b 3nvlory Aduguter, 
Zaidogoꝛqꝗqes 
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daughter, and inclination will con- 
vert an alliance into, ae .of 
xelationſhip, beyond legal claims: 
—and, Arabella, I bring over with 


me the man I have choſen for 
your hufband, the celebrated Be- 
ville of our Calcutta theatre. Be 
propitious, ye gales; let not ſo 
much happineſs be the prey of 
diſaſter ! — But remember, Arg- 
bella, for your conſolation, ſhould 
we all be buried in the deep, that 
Providence has a right to diſpoſe 
of us at will; and that, howeyer 
unable mortals are to penetrate 
Heaven's, deſign, every ſecniing 
misfortune is a diſguiſed bleſſing, 
ro, thoſe, who. poſſeſs refieude. of | 
heart. and yprightneſs of .condut; 
ſuch are{kiadly ſheltered hy what 
is called. s violent death, from the 

approaching, 
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uk approaching, though unſeen, 1 miſe- 


ries of exiſtence. 


Aae dae. farewell! he 8 
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Og 44», Pattſmouth.. 
E are all landed | ſafe at 
this place, after a tedious, 
3 not hazardous voyage. — 
The addition. af your company is 
ardently wiſhed by every indivi- 


dual of the party to which I be- 


Jong. Meet vs then at Guildford, 
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approaching, chough unſeen, miſe- 
ries of exiſtence. 7 : | 
Aen. farewell We 
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this place, after a tedious, 
top gh not hazardous voyage.— 
The addition af your company is 
ardently wiſhed by every indivi- 
dual of the party to which I be- 
long. Meet us then at Guildford, 
and 2 the | happineſs of 
ur oun 


W Sornra Dorrr. 


